
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Benedict  
Jordan Novak and Kendall Fellows 

Mr. Burris  
Brandon Polomsky and Malec Jirari 

     Mrs. Benedict is a 5th grade teacher on Team 
A. She teaches Science and Social Studies. In 
addition, she is the leader of a lot of clubs and 
activities (Science Olympiad, Science Club, 
Environmental Club, Robotics Club). We are 
grateful to Mrs. Benedict for all she does for 
students at Orchard. 

 
Growing Up 
     Mrs. Benedict 
grew up in the 
Washington D.C 
suburbs, across the 
river from George 
Washington's house, 
surrounded by 
woods. She is the 
oldest of 4 girls. She 
played in the woods 
every chance she got. 

She attended a public school and went to 
college at Maryland University. 
 
Family Now 
    Mrs. Benedict’s family consists of her 
husband, her 4 daughters, and her horde of 

     Mr. Burris is very important to Orchard. He is our 
Technology Resource person. If he’s here in the 
building, he can be found helping students and 
teachers ALL DAY 
LONG.  
 
Growing Up   
Mr.Burris grew up 
in Louisville, Ohio. 
He has a younger 
brother named 
Jonathan and they 
always competed. 
They competed in 
sports, video 
games, you name it. 
He went to college at Ohio Wesleyan University. 
He played college football there. When he was a kid 
his dream job was to be on Saturday Night Live. His 
inspiration to be a teacher was his High School Art 
Teacher Mr.Rand who was also his football coach. 
  
Family Now 



 

grandchildren. Mrs. Benedict describes her 
husband as incredible, wickedly smart and 
loving, best grandpa on the planet, and kind. 
Mrs. Benedict lived in Solon until her youngest 
graduated highschool. They now live in Kent.  
 
Teaching Life 
    Mrs. Benedict was a lifeguard and swimming 
lesson instructor, and a counselor at a science 
camp. Her main inspiration for becoming a 
teacher was a Summer Class (in community 
college). On an air force base, she was 
introduced to biology, and that’s when she 
decided to become a teacher. Mrs. Benedict has 
been teaching here at Orchard for a long time, 
but keeps it a secret as to how long. She teaches 
5th grade Science and Social Studies. She leads 
the Environmental Club, Science Club, 
Robotics, and Science Olympiad.   
 
Interesting Info 
     Mrs. Benedict’s favorite animal is Humans. 
Her favorite place to vacation is any place warm 
where she can be underwater. If  Mrs. Benedict 
won 1 million dollars, she would take a very 
long vacation diving in all the major bodies of 
water around the equator. Then she would set 
up her own foundation and figure out humanity 
issues, named DEEP DIVING INTO HUMANITY. 
Mrs. Benedict’s favorite T.V. show is the Big 
Bang Theory. If Mrs. Benedict had a 
superpower, it would be to take away pain. Mrs. 
Benedict considers Greta Thunberg as her 
hero.  
  
 
All in all, Mrs. Benedict is a great teacher who 
we all appreciate very much. We are grateful to 
have her working with so many kids to help 
them reach success.   

Mr. Burris has a wife and two kids. His wife’s name 
is Stephanie, and his two boys are named Ben (3 
years old) and Brookes (will turn 1 in April).  He 
enjoys playing with his boys, going to concerts, and 
being outside with friends and family. He enjoys 
taking his kids hiking at the Rocky River 
Reservation Park. 
 
Career 
 Mr. Burris has had many jobs before being 
Orchard’s main IT guy. He has been a  football 
coach,  a graphic designer, a video producer, a 
sports reporter, and he worked at the University of 
Akron.  At Solon, Mr. Burris has been an  art 
teacher, High School football coach and 
Technology Resource leader. His favorite part of 
being a teacher is being able to support our 
awesome Orchard staff teachers and work with so 
many kids. 
 
Interesting Info 
Mr. Burris’ favorite animal is an elephant. Mr. 
Burris said, “They are very different and they don’t 
look like anything else. They kinda look like 
dinosaurs.” His favorite book series is Way of The 
Warrior Kid by Jocko Willink. He doesn’t have any 
pets. He stays busy doing other activities like 
watching movies, playing golf, and trying new 
restaurants. 
 
In conclusion, Mr.Burris is a great teacher and we 
should be grateful for all his hard work here at 
Orchard.  

Revision to last Feature Teacher: 
        Sometimes important questions don’t get asked. We feel badly that in our interview of our 
Security Officer, Mr. Heffern, we never asked about his wife. He and his wife, Joan, have been 
married for 46 years. She’s a very important person in his life and it should have been mentioned. 
Sorry, Mr. Heffern!  

 
 



 
 
 

  Spotlight on Students 
     Orchard Middle School is full of amazing, unique and 
talented students. Spotlight on Students is a new OMS 
Press column dedicated to highlighting our amazing 
students.  
 
If you are a teacher and know of a student you’d like to 
present, please take some time to write something 
about your student that can be published in the OMS 
Press and email it to alysonmeyer@solonboe.org .  
 
If you are a student who has something extraordinary 
about yourself that you’d like to share, please fill out 
the Google form telling about yourself. (Google form 
link) 

 

 

🍎ASK AN APPLE🍎 
                   🍏Orchard’s Advice Column🍏 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

mailto:alysonmeyer@solonboe.org
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Do you have a problem or issue for which you’d like advice? Are you afraid 
to ask a friend or adult for advice and want to remain anonymous? If yes, 
this is the opportunity for you! 

How to Send your OWN Letter To Ask an Apple: 
🍎First the rules: 

1. Do not spread rumors in your letter. This means don’t state any information that is not 
true, or that includes an opinion.  

2. When you are typing your letter, remember--there is always more than one side to a 
story.  

3. Don’t mention people's names    
 🍎Now the Steps:  

1. Think of your problem. Does it say bad things about others? Will it hurt other 
people's feelings? If not, you can move on to the next step. 

2. Type your letter 
3. Be sure to explain your problem, and to sign your letter with an anonymous 

name. 
4. Send your email to askanapple1819@gmail.com.  
5. Check over your letter. Is your name and other’s anonymous? This means you 

cannot use real names. You can use fake names like Apple Pie. Is this material 
school appropriate? If so, you can move on to the next step.  

6. Send it to our Ask an Apple email   
7.  You will get your answer in the Orchard newspaper.  

 
                    ❗KEEP IN MIND❗ 

Your letter will not be selected if it does not follow all the rules of the advice 
column and the rules of Orchard! 

 
 

Dear Apple, 
 
I am having MAJOR STRESS ISSUES. My mom lost her PARTNER in her JOB and my dad keeps traveling 
to CALIFORNIA to do WORK. So basically, my mom is going CRAZY from STRESS, my dad is on WAY too 
many PHONE CALLS, and I'm just... ARGGGGGGG. Pleeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeease help!  
 
 -TOO MUCH STREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEES 
 
Dear Too Much Stress,  

mailto:askanapple1819@gmail.com


 

Everyone has hard times in life. The way you respond to the problems matter. The first thing 
you can do is try to look at the good things in your family because your parents have jobs. 
Try to focus on good things. Another thing you can do is talk to your parents on how you 
feel. Tell them how you feel for them and how you notice them suffering also.. This will help 
you and your parents bond even stronger.  
 
Good Luck, 
Good Apple  

Dear Apple, 

My parents keep on putting time limits on my iPad!!!!! It's soooooooo annoying!  I just want to be a 
normal kid who DOESN'T have limits on screens! It stinks! I don't know why they even do it! Please help! 
 

~  

Dear ,  
Even I have restrictions on screen time. My parents only allow me on my phone for 10 
minutes a day and 20 minutes on weekends! They do this because they think that I am 
wasting my time from being with my family on weekends. On school days they scold me for 
wasting too much time by not studying. If it makes you feel any better, a lot of people have 

this problem .  
 
If this really gets on your nerves then talk to your parents to try to negotiate a plan you can 
all agree upon. One factor that I would suggest personally is getting good grades. This 
helps because then you could say, “Hey mom and dad, I got a hundred on my Math test !” 
Then you could ask for an extra 10-20 minutes of screen time as a reward.  
 
Sincerely,  
Golden Ginger Apple  
 
 
 
 

Dear Ask an Apple, 
I AM REALLY BORED AT SCHOOL LATELY. ASIDE FROM SOCIAL STUDIES, RECESS AND MUSIC 
CLASS, EVERYTHING IS SO MONOTONOUS IT STINKS. I am just bored out of my mind 24/7 here, 
ESPECIALLY IN MATH 
                        -SINCERELY BORED 
 
Dear Sincerely Bored,  
Sometimes in life things have ups and downs. So, stick to the flow. If you get super bored, 
then try some things that will make you more happy or that will stimulate your mind. You 



 

don’t need to rely on others to keep you from being bored. Try to enjoy things and make 
them creative in new ways like in Math find new ways of solving problems. Or do math 
research and present a project to your teacher. There are tons of ways to stretch your own 
mind to make school more engaging.  
 
Trying to focus on the good things about school will help also. Isn’t school fun talking to 
your friends learning new things? There’s no way you know everything in every subject, so 
keep an open mind about new learning and try to take things you might know to a new level.  
   
Sincerely,  
Granny Smith and Honeycrisp Apple 

Dear Ask an Apple, 
Me and my sister fight a lot. We also share the same bedroom. I don't know how to handle it. When I get 
mad at her, I go to my room. But then she always comes up and says she needs a game or something. Then 
she starts being mean again. What should I do to get her off my nerves? 
-Annoyed Apple 
 
Dear Annoyed Apple,  
 
I TOTALLY understand your situation. I have an annoying little sister too. But, if you try to 
look at your sister’s side of the story it might help you understand the situation better.  
 
In my house I am also the youngest. My older siblings call me annoying. But, the truth to why 
I jump on their beds is because I want them to spend time with me and not on their 
computers. It makes me feel lonely. Maybe your sister can share something that will help 
both of you and your relationship.  
 
Talk to your family. This is what I did. I talked to my parents and siblings and told them how I 
was feeling.. My siblings said that they had no idea that I felt like that. And so, our idea was 
to watch and play games on Friday afternoons. I hope this story inspires you.  
 
Sincerely,  
Yellow Apple 

 
 
Dear Ask an Apple, 
My friends and my mom are suffering from anxiety and I don't know what to do!!!  
-Anxiety Probs  
  
Dear Anxiety Probs,  
The best thing to do is stay calm and true. Be there for them. Even though others are having 
problems you can help them. By talking to them, they can talk their problems through and 
solve them with you! If it gets too much for you, take a little break. You might need to tell 



 

them you have something you need to do. Then take some time for yourself. You’re only 
good for others if you take care of yourself first. 
 
Sincerely,  
Honeycrisp Apple and Yellow Apple 

Dear Ask an Apple, 
 I have a friend who wants my advice on something for another friend. I don't know what to say because the 
other friend told me something to tell my friend. I told him and he got mad. He asked the other friend if it was 
true and the other friend said no. Now my friend thinks I'm lying which is so unfair. What should I do? 
 
Friend who needs help 
 
Dear Friend,  
True friends help others. I can see that you are truly trying to help your friends, but by 
staying true your friends will realize that you are supporting them. You should talk to both 
of your friends and how you are trying to keep them together and not lying to each other. 
Remind them of a moment when you were all together and had a fun time. Think of this, you 
are the glue they are the pieces. PUT THEM TOGETHER!  
 
If this doesn’t work, you have learned an important lesson to stay out of friendship issues. 
It’s probably a good idea to never agree to be the middle person to communicate for 
someone else. Let your friends deal with their own friendship issues and communicate by 
themselves. Staying neutral is a good policy. 
 
Good Luck!  
Sincerely Granny Smith Apple 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Dark Hole 
By Lily Siemen 

https://scitechdaily.com/images/Dark-Energy-Black-Hole-Illustration.jpg


 

 Part  2   
 

 To refresh your memory, read The Dark Hole Part 1 by clicking HERE 
 

Destiny looked around her and saw nothing. Literally nothing. Just dark.  She turned around and 
saw a little light coming toward her.  

“Hello?” She shouted.   
“Destiny . . . . . . Destiny!” An eerie voice said.   
Destiny shot backward when she heard the sound. When she jerked back she felt a wall touch her. 

When she turned around she saw it wasn’t a wall. It was a person. The person looked really strong.  
Destiny was so scared she fainted. 

 
“Daddy!”   
The father walked up to the child. He was very tired and sick. “Hello, my princess,” he said.   
“He, he.” the child laughed.   
He smiled. Through his sickness, he still could make someone laugh. 
“Come on. Come play tag with me!” The child said to her father as she pulled him to the backyard. 
 
“No, no, that's okay,” the dad said wincing from the pain that struck him. “I know you will win.”
 
“I will go easy on you daddy! Please!!” The child gave him the puppy dog eyes.   
“Okay. I’ll try,”  the dad gave in. 
They went in the backyard to play. The father was rather slow. The child noticed.  
“Come on daddy, you can do better then that. Don’t go easy on me!”   
“Honey,” the dad replied, “I’m sick and need to rest. When I’m better I’ll play with you.”   

“OK,” the child said with a sad voice.   
That night the father was in pain and vomiting. The face of the father was pale.  
“Daddy, are you OK????”   
“Sweetie, he has to go to the hospital.” the mother said. “He is really sick.”   

          When the dad left, he never came back to play tag.  
          The child just sat there, hopeless.  

 



 

When she woke up, Destiny was sitting on her bed. No, she thought. This isn’t my bed.  Destiny had 
been there before but it wasn’t her bed. She realized it was her bed from when she was little.   

Then she realized the man that felt like a wall was awfully familiar. Oh. My. Goodness!!!!!! She realized 
it was . . . her dad!!  

“DAD!!! What are you doing here? I thought you were dead!!!” Destiny almost yelled.  
“I have come from the spirit worlds to warn you. Something bad has happened and I have protected 

you.” he answered this calmly.  
Destiny just stared. 
“Hellllllllooooooooooo!!!” Her dad waved in her face.  
Destiny fainted again.  

 
When she woke up she appeared to be laying in her actual bed. Her dad wasn’t there.  
There was a note on her desk next to her. The note said in her dads handwriting,  

 
I’m sorry you don’t believe me. I will tell you one more thing. 

 YOUR  MOTHER IS EVIL!!!!!!   
Love, DAD. 

Destiny didn’t know what to do. She decided to confront her mom.  Destiny set off for the hospital, 
with her dad’s spirit inside of her . . . . . 
   

 (Read part 3 in next OMS press) 
 

 
 

Survive 
Part 2 

By: Ava Benavides and Sydney Lader 
 
To re-read Part 1, click HERE. 

 

https://classroom.google.com/u/0/g/tg/NDExNjcwODQ3ODda/NDQxMzAyNjI2NDla#u=MzM3MjUxMjEwOFpa&t=f


 

Cam looked at himself in a small puddle. He felt dizzy. “Yikes!” he screamed. Then he looked 
for a second longer. “Ahhh!! What happened to my face! Looking nice,” he said as Autumn got up 
and came over to the puddle.  

“I’ve got to go check something out. Stay here,” she said.  
“I have nowhere else to go!” Cam called from where he was standing as Autumn took off.  
She started running, but instead of just slow running, she ran so fast that it only took her 10 

seconds to get over a mountain! She came back almost instantly.  
“Guys,” Autumn said in a demanding voice, “WE HAVE TO GO!”  
 “Huh,” Cam said, still admiring himself. 
 “There’s an army of men with guns over the mountains,” Autumn said half yelling. 
 “WHAT!” Hope yelled getting up.  
“You look great,” Autumn said shakely. Hope looked down into a puddle. 
 “Um what?'' she said in a very squeaky boyish voice. “Uh no no no no no!” Hope squeaked.  
“Yes!” Autumn said.  
Hope had become a very fat man with ripped shorts  and a brown tank top. She had a 

mustache and squeaky boy-like voice.  
Mike got up too. 
 “The government is run by three branches; the Executive, Judicial, and Legislative 

branches,” he recited. “Wait how did I know that?” he asked himself.  
“Cause it’s obvious,” Autumn said bewildered.  
“No it’s not. I will have you know that I failed that test.” Then Mike smiled. “I’m smart,” he 

bellowed.  
They heard a sudden roar that kind of sounded like a lion.  
“GO!” Autumn screamed. She started out jogging, but at the pace she was going, she was 

gone very quickly. The army of men came closer and they all started towards Cam, Mike, and 
Hope.  

Hope kept saying, “Oh my god, oh my god, oh my god!” 
 “Would you stop it,” Cam said.  
Then Hope froze and Cam was forced to pick her up by her feet and drag her while running!  
Mike followed.  
Cam hid behind some moss, still dragging Hope. He pulled a bunch of green stuff over his 

head and they blended in perfectly. 
 Mike found a small river and thought about his options. He could either jump in, or be 

found by those men and die. He contemplated and decided to take a dip in the river. He took  a 
deep breath and jumped in.   



 

Autumn, miles from them, found a tree and climbed up the branches as fast as she could. 
She hid in a small clump of branches, so she was almost invisible. The army men looked around, 
not able to see anyone and turned around to head back toward the mountains. 

When Mike, Hope, and Cam could no longer hear the army, they got out of their hiding 
spots.  

Autumn ran back to them. Sweat dripping from her body, she went to the small river and 
took a gulp of water.  

Mike was dripping water also.  
“Oh no! Oh no,” Mike shuddered.  
“What? Are we being attacked?” Autumn asked turning around in circles. 
“No it’s that we just played a super old game that nobody has played in decades and 

suddenly we’re here. Does that ring a bell for anybody?” Mike explained.  
Cam, Autumn, and Hope all looked at him with blank expressions.  
Mike shook his head. “WE’RE IN THE GAME!” he screamed!  
Then everybody started freaking out.  
Mike looked at everybody and yelled, “Calm down, calm down, calm down! We have to stay 

calm. Everybody just walk around for a little while, and clear your head.”  
Hope looked at him and grumbled something like Mr.Bossypants, but eventually she walked 

away. The rest of the group followed. 
 Cam walked over to a little patch filled with grass. Then pulled a long stem of grass from the 
ground and tied his hair up.  

“When we go back home, I’m growing my hair like this,” he said while flipping it over his 
head, cooly. When everybody felt not completely shocked anymore they met up.  

  “Um I know we’re in different bodies, but we have a bigger problem,” Mike said. “How do 
we…uh…uh…get home?” He said squeakily.  

“You’re supposed to be the smart one here. Figure it out,” Hope demanded. 
“Nice warm home, with lots of food... Yeah I think I’m hungry,”  Cam daydreamed. 
“Me too,” Autumn agreed. She looked around and saw some blueberries. She popped one in 

her mouth, “Not horrible, just not great,”she said. Then she gagged. “Okay. It is horrible!” she said 
and spit it out into a leaf.  

“You okay?” Cam asked a little too comfortingly. 
 “Yeah,” Autumn said shakily. 
 They started walking again and Autumn kept going too fast for them, so they got a really 

good workout. They kept walking until they came upon a river. Autumn ran so fast over the water 
she didn’t sink. 



 

 “Whew!” Autumn said.  
Cam threw a rock into the river and as soon as it made contact with the river, it dissolved 

into nothing.  
“Autumn,” Hope called across the river. “How did you get over there without... dying?”  
 “I ran really fast and it didn’t hurt me. Something about my powers must have saved me,” 

Autumn said amazed! 
 Hope looked down and fell forward a little and then Cam grabbed her.  
“Careful,” Cam said.  
Hope took a jump, but didn’t move forward.  
Cam looked around. “Grab my hand” he said. Mike and Hope grabbed his hand. “One two 

THREE!” They all jumped and landed safely on the other side.  
“Whew!”Cam grunted. “Not used to all of this!” He waved his hands down his body and 

shook like he was doing the Hula. “Oh yeah,” he said.   
“Maybe I should take a picture of you, and post it on instagram, and just wait for the likes to 

roll in!!!!” Hope grunted and smiled weirdly sweet, “But…..  I don’t have my phone,” she said she 
screamed and fell to the ground!!!!! 

 “Shhhhhhh we don’t want the army coming back after us!” Autumn whispered.  
“Like they could go over that river,” Hope chuckled. 
“THEY’RE  PART OF THE GAME!” Autumn said. “Of course they can cross the river! 

They’re not real”!!! Autumn slapped her hand over her face just then realizing her big muscles. “Oh 
My GOSHHHHHH,” she said admiring herself and looking very surprised.  

“Would you stop it,” Hope grunted. “We don’t ALL have bulging muscles!” She looked 
down at her body. “I look like a balloon,” she said slowly.  

Mike looked down at his body, now noticing a little pouch on his shirt. He popped open a 
little rectangle-like button and a piece of paper came out. It read:  

“Weaknesses: Mr. Calimyster: Losing glasses and chameleons; Mr. Overwatch: 
Brownies and chinchilla’s; Mrs. Torpedo: Dairy filled food; Mr. Rightfight:Butterflies 
and sausage;” 

“Brownies?” Hope scoffed. “Oh please. That’s not right. I’m having brownies no matter 
what any game says,”she laughed.  

Mike took a step and tripped. His glasses fell off. “What the ...I can’t...can’t...can’t see 
anything!” He patted the ground with his hand feeling for them. “Found them,” he said. 

 Autumn looked at the dead snake he was holding. “Well you got something, but it’s not 
glasses,” Autumn observed.  

Mike dropped the snake, found his glasses and put them on.  



 

“Ewwww I was holding a snake corpse,” he grunted. Then from out of nowhere a booming 
voice shouted out. 

“Congratulations. You have finished your first task. If you finish the next two tasks 
WITHOUT DYING, you will be sent home alive with a surprise. Wa Ha, Ha, Ha, Ha , HA!!!!” 
Then the voice disappeared. 

 “Ok, I guess we need to do two more tasks and then we’re free. Simple enough,” Mike said 
with no hesitation.  

A loud thump echoed through the silent forest.  
  “What was that?”  Autumn cried!  
They stood paralyzed with fear until something came out of the forest. It was a T-rex!!! 

 
                                  Read Part three  in the next OMS Press! 

 
 

Our New World: Seyri 
Our Present Problem 

By: Andrea Sanchez Camacho 
To read Our New World: Seyri- The History click HERE. 

 
It’s 2064, Alexandria Seyri was just assassinated while she was reassuring her country that 

they would soon regain their power and money. 
When she died, the whole country was hysterical. 
In 2066, the FBI found out who assassinated Seyri. It was a gang of 10 people. They were 

caught in Russia trying to steal a billion dollars worth of diamonds. They were sentenced to life in 
prison. 

The country didn’t know what to do.  
They were stuck.  
People were dying, stealing, starving, and fighting. 
Everything was a mess.  
The country had never been as distraught as this.  
Everyone was trying to survive in whatever way they could. 
Antonio Maldonado, a 20 year old billionaire, gave money to the poor and eventually, bought               

his way up to King.  
He was the worst. 
He treated people like they were just some bug in his set of evil plans.  
No one worshipped him like the late queen, Alexandria Seyri. 
The country rioted, wishing they could get their old ruler back from the dead. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vDhYA5sjq583t3uo4ICijE0cxcP8dfP42-Bs970N6AI/edit


 

The people felt sad and depressed, like they couldn’t do anything to feel like a happy country                 
with wonderful landmarks. Everyone wished that their country would go back to normal. 

By 2068 the people did not get their wish. King Antonio turned Seyri into a dictatorship. 
The people rioted and protested.  
A gang was created to be sent to search for the dictator and to terminate him without him                  

knowing they were in the palace. The gang broke into the palace and found the dictator in his office.                   
They snuck up on him and when they gave the signal, they pounced. 

The next day it was announced that the dictator had been terminated.  
The gang was awarded by the people for being their “saviors”. 
 
Again, the country was without a leader. The future looked grim. 
 
Unbeknownst to the people, the late queen had had children. She had kept them in hiding                

because she feared for their safety.  
The queen had one daughter named Magda and two sons named Ahren and Daniel. The               

eldest was Ahren.  
 

Finally being of age to help their country, the deceased queen’s children came out of hiding.  
 

TO BE CONTINUED! 
 

 

The Underground Village:  
The Dark Force 

Daniel Luce 

Prologue 
 
Mount Fuji, Japan, 1925 
 
      A young girl ran through the cherry blossom trees, being chased by some dark, mysterious force. 
Scared, she pulled out her crossbow and shot 3 arrows at the being. The arrows passed straight through it. 
Shocked, the girl tried to hide behind a nearby boulder, but her long robe got stuck.  
      ¨Ahh!” She screamed, but it was too late. The dark wave of terror absorbed into her, possessing her.  
      She spoke again, but this time with a low, growly snarl.  
      ¨̈Finally, I possess a body! This time, nobody will be sending me back to the realm of terror!¨ she 
shrieked.  
      Suddenly, the girl’s eyes went black as she tore through the woods, never to be seen again.  
      Or so they say… 



 

Sonica 
      We were flying on Flamoura, the dragon, over the Appalachian Mountains when we got hit out of the sky 
by wind spirits.  
      “Lovely day for a crash landing, huh?” Thomas said sarcastically as we plummeted down to Earth, like 
birds that crash into a window.  
      We fell out of the sky, screaming and praying that our bodies wouldn’t be mistaken with squished 
ketchup packets. Before we fell to our deaths though, the wind lifted us up and gently put us on the ground.  
      Suddenly, a young pale girl in white robes with raven black hair appeared. She carried a spear, and was 
glaring at us.  
      “Thank you, wind spirit!” Thomas began, but he was thrown up by the wind and carried dangerously into 
the nearby woods.  
      Ria and I ran and hid in the rocks, but the girl found us right away.  
      “Why, hello. My name is Skyrra, and I think it would be a lovely day for you to die. Don’t you agree? Now, 
I’m sorry your “Important” lives are being cut short, but really. Who cares?” The wind spirit said, as she 
raised her sword, ready to kill.  
      However, Ria struck first. She threw herself at Skyrra, her sword ready, and stabbed her. Skyrra never 
got to finish her speech. In fact, she never got to say anything again.  
      “Let’s go rescue Thomas from the woods,” Ria said, and we walked that way. 
      When we found Thomas, he was sharpening his bow, sitting by Flamoura. He had set up a small camp, 
and only then did I realize that it was nighttime.  
      “Hi, Thomas. I see you set up a camp?” I asked, but I didn’t wait for an answer. Instead, I found a blanket 
and fell asleep.  

Thomas 
      I wondered what Ria and Sonica did to defeat the wind spirit, but they both fell asleep. So I was left alone 
with Flamoura.  
      “Oh boy, Flamoura. Another night alone with you, looking up at the stars,” I said, and put my arm around 
Flamoura’s neck.  
      Suddenly, the bright stars started to fade away as a dark cloud appeared. A young girl flew down in front 
of me. She carried a crossbow, and was dressed in dark robes. When she lifted her head up, I could see her 
dark, black eyes, evilly gleaming in the night. I raised my sword.  
      The girl approached me and snickered. Then she spoke with a raspy male voice, “Nice to see you… 
Thomas. I, Tokuur, ghost of darkness from the realm of Terror, shall be honored to possess you instead of 
this… thing.” 
      The girl gestured to herself. Suddenly, a dark wave of evil flew out of the girl's body and circled around 
me. The girl's eyes faded back to normal. She fell to the ground, scared.  
      “Yes… YES!” Tokuur said, as I felt a surge of darkness enter me. My eyes turned black and I flew up into 
the sky, cackling evilly.  
      Finally,  
 

Ria 



 

      I awoke in the middle of the night to the sound of a young girl crying. I ran over to Flamoura and found a 
small girl, huddled in a ball. She had tattered robes, and there was a crossbow beside her. She was sobbing. 
Oddly, I couldn’t find Thomas.  
      “Hey, it’s okay. What’s your name?” I asked her, trying to be comforting.  
      “Hoji.” The girl answered.  
      “Do you know where my friend Thomas went, Hoji?” I asked her, and scooped her into my arms.  
      “He...he flew away. Tokuur… took him. Tokuur took...me…,” she stopped.  
      “Who’s Tokuur?” I asked her.  
      “He… he’s the ghost of darkness, from the… realm of terror.”  
      “Oh no.”  
      Suddenly, Sonica approached us.  
      “What’s wrong, Ria? And who’s this?” She asked, gesturing to Hoji.  
      “I’m Hoji.”  
      “Thomas has been possessed by some dark ghost thing and we… need to rescue him.” 
      “Where do you think he is?” Sonica asked as she strapped her dagger to her belt, getting ready.  
      “He’s not on earth. He’s in… the Realm  of Terror,” Hoji said.  
      “How do you know?” asked Ria 
      “He always talked about his plans… to take over a powerful body, and to return to his realm,” Hoji told 
them. 
      “Why would he want to return?” Sonica asked 
      “So he could show all his fellow dark ghosts his power, and kill them all,” Hoji replied. 
      The only thing we could hear for a few minutes was cricket chirping and  Sonica and I whimpering.  
      “That's… dark.” Ria said, absolutely terrified.  
      “Hoji, do you know how to GET to the Realm of Darkness?” I asked. 
“Oh yeah. It’s over there in that cave,” Hoji answered, pointing to a dark cave, with bats flying about and 
skulls thrown around.  
      “I was hoping you wouldn’t say that…” Ria complained as we hiked over to the cave, ready to fight. 
  

Hoji 
      What happened next was scary. Even for an 8-year-old from 1925 who’s been possessed by an evil 
ghost, and fought thousands of beasts in her lifetime.  
      As we crawled into the small opening, bats flew about, as if to say, Run for your lives!  
      “Look! Cave paintings!” Ria pointed to a wall of the cave, which was covered in a painting of what looked 
like a soda can.  
      “That’s just graffitti,” Sonica said.  
      Suddenly, out of the darkness, a small wolf appeared. It had cute red eyes, and… 
      Wait. Red eyes? Oh no. That means the wolf is a… 
 
      “Run! It’s a Kikimbroa!” I screamed, and ran away from it, as it snarled and opened its mouth to reveal 
thousands of razor sharp teeth.  
      “AHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!!!!” Ria and Sonica screamed in 
unison as the wolf lunged itself at them. Luckily, I stabbed the Kikimbroa with my dagger from behind.  
      We turned around to find Thomas laughing at us, his black, possessed eyes glowing.  
      “Why hello, Hoji. I see you remembered the location of the realm of terror.” Tokuur exclaimed.  



 

      I launched myself at Thomas, and took out my dagger. I dodged all of his strikes towards me until 
suddenly, I got stabbed in the stomach.  
      “Ugh…” I started to feel nauseous, and I started to cough something up.  
 

(WARNING: If you faint at the sight or mention of vomit, stop reading this RIGHT NOW.)  
 
       I vomited all over Thomas. 
       “WHAT IN THE WORLD?!!?” Tokuur roared, and he flew out of the body, disgusted. Instantly, Thomas 
fell to the ground.  
      As the dark ghost himself flew about the caverns, we all raised our weapons.  
      Before anyone could process what had happened, Ria grabbed my crossbow, and shot multiple arrows 
at Tokuur. Suddenly, he faded away into nothingness.  
      Sonica got up and ran toward the crossbow.  
      “Ghost repellent arrows, eh?” she said. 
      “Oh yeah! I forgot about those!” I said.  
      Thomas groaned in pain.  
      “I think we should go now, guys. We have to get to the lands of prophecy, remember?” Thomas blurted.  
      “Oh shoot…” Ria said to herself, then picked up her weaponry. Everyone else did the same, and began 
to trudge back to camp.  
      “Want to come with us, Hoji?” Sonica asked me.  
      “Sure!” I answered, and as we crawled on Flamoura’s back and flew into the sunset, I felt like I was at 
home.  

 
  



 
 

 

To read Chapter 1 click HERE 
 

“You, your majesty, are hopeless!” my tutor, my Aunt Eira Blue cries.                          
I sigh.    
“Straighten up your back! Lift your chin! No, not like that! No, no, no!”                           
My aunt is in the process of trying to teach me what she calls ‘Royal Etiquette’. I call it ‘The Most                                         

Useless Piece of Garbage Ever’.          
I don’t mind dressing up, or wearing a pretty dress. In fact, I like it. It’s kind of a way of having                                           

self-confidence, and it makes me feel beautiful.              
But Etiquette is different. The only thing it makes me feel is tired, and definitely not beautiful.                                 

Having my aunt as a tutor makes it worse.                  
I try to lower my chin which triggers an awful bought of shirking.                          
“NO, no, no! Now your back is slouched again!” She bellows again.                        
I try to straighten my back, lift my chin, but not too much, and smile that pleasant smile that                                     

always seems to trigger more no’s.            
“So useless,” I mutter.       
“It’s rude to mutter!” Is my aunt’s reply.                
With a heavy sigh, I slouch back into my chair, gritting my teeth. And of course, Eira Blue finds                                     

fault in that as well.         
“You, Venus, are the most ungrateful woman I have ever met in my life! If you gave as much                                     

effort into Etiqutte as you did that stupid violin of yours-”                     
“Viola,” I snap. “It’s a viola.”           
“Same thing.” My aunt glances at the clock, “Time for lunch, Venus. Now go.”                          she says.      
I don’t head to the dining room. Instead, I choose to eat in my room. I quickly tell a servant and                                         

head to my bedroom feeling the sudden urge to play my instrument, now that my aunt has mentioned                                   
it.  

The viola is perhaps the only thing I am good at. I’m horrible at everything else. Well, as far as I                                         
know, I think I have pretty good control of my powers. But nobody knows about my powers, and                                   
nobody can. I don’t know what people will say about them. Well, except Lucia. It would be impossible                                   
to keep a secret from her.           
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I open my case and rosin my bow and pull out my music. To me, these steps are the gateway to                                         
heaven. 

I pick up my bow and do some scales to warm up my fingers, and then I start the real music.                                         
Music is amazing. I just disappear into the strings, and my heart melts and my worries just turn                                   

into dust. When playing, there’s nothing except music in my mind: How to perfect this fast piece                                 
accurately, how to make my shifting perfectly in tune. I can’t think about anything else: There is simply                                   
no room to. And there’s always a smile on my face when I finish a piece and Lucia is there, clapping and                                           
smiling. She sometimes sings to my songs.              

I am about to replay a note when the door swings about. I spin around. Who would enter the                                     
princess’ room without knocking?       

A servant stands at the door, his eyes wide with panic. And I feel a pang of dread hit me.                                       
Something is wrong.      

“Your majesty,” he whispers. “Your mother and father are poisoned!”                    
I feel numb as I race across the hallway. I don’t realize that Lucia has her hand on my shoulder,                                       

whispering reassuring words into my ear.            
I throw open the door to the hospital wing and enter inside, ignoring the stares, whispers of                                 

concern, the nurses are giving me. I enter inside the room my parents have been moved to without                                   
knocking.  

I let out a gasp. My parents are lying on the bed, looking deathly pale. Their lips are tinted blue.                                       
My mother is shaking like a leaf, and my father is groaning in pain.                            

I stay there the whole time as doctors murmur and whisper and try to give them medicine. The                                   
heart monitor connected to them stills. And I know they are dead.                       

“Your highness….” Lucia murmurs.        
I stare at my parents. They could have been sleeping. They don’t move a single bit. I half expect                                     

my father to open his eyes and break into a scowl. I half expect my mother to sit up and ask for her                                             
makeup. 

I look up at the ceiling. A lump has begun to grow in my throat. “Goodbye,” I whisper and                                     
stroke my mother’s hair for the last time before the doctor comes and takes her away. I smile at my cruel,                                         
harsh father for one last time before he is taken away as well.                          

And then silence.     
I take a shaky breath and stand up. Maybe I should be sad, crying, but all I can focus on is what                                           

this means.    
My parents are dead. And I, as crown princess, is to become queen.                          
Queen of the Ice KIngdom.          

 
1 week later…     
 

Lucia weaves my hair into the most elaborate braid I have ever seen, and dresses me into a gown                                     
of pure dark scarlet red, the color of mourning and funerals. It reminds me painfully of blood. Every                                   
clothing item I wear is pure dark red. Even a strand of my blonde hair has been painted the color. She                                         
puts on mascara then makes it drip down my face with water, so I look like I am crying black tears.                                          



 

Finally she releases me. We walk outside. It’s extremely early, and the sun is just beginning to rise                                   
above the inky darkness. A crowd has begun to gather underneath the grand stadium, everyone dressed                               
in the same violent scarlet.         

I slowly walk up to the stage. Today is the day.                      
My father’s closest friend and advisor, Jay Crown, will lead this ceremony. He’s waiting for me                               

up there, his silvery blue eyes imposing and dark.                 
I let out my breath and entered onto the stage. Immediately a hushed silence falls over the                                   

crowd. 
“May the funeral of His Royal Highness January Ice and Her Royal Highness Holly Ice begin,”                               

Says Jay Crown.      
The funeral passes by like a blur. My parents’ bodies, cold and lifeless, are frozen and placed into                                   

grand silver coffins. I can only hope they are staring at me now, granting me luck. Usually, I, as their                                       
only child would be the one to freeze them, but nobody knows about my powers. So instead Jay Crown                                     
does it. He chants a prayer, the whole stadium deathly still.                      

And then…   
“Princess, please come forward,”       
My legs melt into a horrible mass of jelly. My heart pumps like fire in my chest. I fight the urge                                         

to run. But I take slow, steady steps to Jay Crown.                      
“Princess, do you swear to protect the Ice Kingdom with your life, make decisions only for the                                 

good of the kingdom, create good and peace upon this land?”                     
“I swear,” I whisper. The words have barely left my mouth when he places a pair of bracelets into                                     

my hand. I suck in my breath. The relics of the Ice Kingdom. Centuries and centuries of queens have                                     
held these before me.       

I slip them onto my wrist. I’m shaking like a leaf.                     
And then he takes out a delicate silver diadem. I will not be able to wear a crown until I marry, of                                           

course, so I must wear this instead. It’s a diamum specially designed for a Princess who became a queen                                     
too early. There are a couple great queens who have worn this. I can only hope I will be as great as                                           
them. 

The diadem is placed onto my head. And my only thought is: I am the queen of the Ice                                     
Kingdom.  

And I am not ready.          
 

3 months later.     
“Well, curse King Phoenix, because he’s broken every single treaty in this war! I thought we                               

agreed not to attack hospitals, outer villages, and our Winter Forest! And what has he done? Every single                                   
one of those things,” Jay Crown says furiously. His anger blares onto his face. Nobody calms him,                                 
because he isn’t wrong.        

We are very, very, very much losing this war with the Fire Kingdom. The other kingdoms aren’t                                 
involved yet, but soon they will be, and the Ice Kingdom was never well liked.                             

“We could fight back?” I ask pathetically. “Maybe there would be a way… Perhaps….”                           
Lady Amara sighs. “Maybe, but we lost a great deal of soldiers in the Winter Forest Battle.”                                  



 

Everybody winces at the mention of the attack when King Phoenix, yes, curse him, attacked our                               
very sacred forest. That was also when everybody in the Ice Kingdom became not just worried and                                 
scared, but furious.      

“And the ice kingdom was never built for war,” Lady Amara continues.                       
“Give them a taste of their own medicine!” Abner Windsor growls. “Attack their Fire Temple,”                              
“No! We will do no such thing,” I cry. “We will not fall to that level.”                                
“Then what do we do? I see no solution,” Jay Crown grumbles.                        
There is a long silence.          
The attack on Winter Forest happened 2 months ago, not long after I became queen. Despite                               

King Phoenix promising that he wouldn’t attack it, because of how much sacred significance it held, he                                 
did that exact thing, going as far as to attack the village near it.                            

“They’re taking advantage of our kingdom’s situation right now,” Lord Silver says. His eyes                           
flicker to me. “The last thing we needed right now was a new, young, inexperienced queen.”                                

My lips press together. From the beginning Lord Silver made it clear he did not like me.                                  
“A queen who hasn’t even developed her powers yet-”                 
“I have developed my powers!” I blurt out. Immediately I freeze. Oh no… I realize what trap I                                   

have walked in. What will the reaction be of the most important people in our kingdom to discover I                                     
have not one power, but 6 powers? I have no idea.                      

6 gifts. More like 6 curses.            
“You have?” Lord SIlver asks. “Show us, then.”                
I raise my chin. Play it cool, play it cool, play it cool….                          
I call thin tendrils of ice to crawl up the table, freezing the wood as it goes to the center,                                       

eventually coating the entire thing in ice. I glare straight into Lord Silver’s eyes.                            
And then….    
Lady Amara suddenly gasps. Everybody looks down on the table. I stare at it with horror.                                
Vines have somehow crawled up the table, along with glowing rays of light, inky-black pools of                               

darkness, dripping liquidy water, and a mini fire in the middle. Somehow, I have no idea how, probably                                   
fueled by my intense emotions, all of my powers have appeared in the same place, in front of everybody.                                      

Panic starts to set in. My hands begin to shake.                    
Everybody’s eyes turn to me.          
“Your majesty,” Jay Crown whispers. “How….”            
“You see, I didn’t just develop one power,” I say. My voice is wobbling and shaking. “I developed                                   

6,”  
6 gifts.    
6 curses.    
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I ran through the forest for him. I can’t lose another person. I have to find him. Jack was nowhere to be seen.                                             

Even if he couldn’t understand who The Keeper really was I had to save him. They were probably after him next. I                                           
shouldn’t have let him go! Why did everything around me have to fall apart? 

I continued running and calling out Jack’s name, after all I've come to think of him as a part of my family. I                                             
was foolish to think that everything would just be normal, the three of us together, happily ever after. 

All of a sudden, the trees in the foggy forest started to crash down.   
...This is the end, isn’t it?  
A full grown birch tree tumbled on top of my leg. 
I woke up, realizing that I had just had a nightmare, replaying the bone shattering events of yesterday. I                                     

stared at the bright room . Where am I? I stared down at my leg. I should be dead shouldn’t I? I was about to test out                                                     
how extreme the injury was, when I heard voices entering the room. I quickly lay down as if I was asleep again.  

“This is the patient. Are you sure you want to take her out ? She’s in critical condition,” asked a voice that                                           
sounded like a doctor. 

“No one can control orders from him,” another voice said.  
Who was him and why did they want me?   
“Anyway, she’s valuable along with her friends.”the voice continued 
“You don’t mean… She was there?”the other doctorish voice responded. 
“She was at the spot where the main event happened,” he answered 
Silence.  
I felt a sharp sting in my neck and went back to sleep.  
I woke up, but I was somewhere different. This room wasn’t as bright. In fact, it was dark and musty.                                       

Again, I looked down at my leg. The gauze around was taken off and there was no sign of damage. 
  This is strange, I thought to myself 

“ ADDY!!” The next thing I knew, my 5 year old brother came toppling on me. 
“Luke!” I said excitedly, “You're safe!” I hugged him and wished I could stay in that moment forever. 
I glanced over Luke’s shoulder and saw Jack standing there. He looked like he needed to tell me something                                       

urgent. I let go of my brother and crawled off of the squeaky mattress.  
“ Addy...We need to talk,” he said hoarsely, then he motioned for me to exit the room. 
He wants me to leave Luke, I thought. 
“Whatever you have to say, can be said here,” I responded. He then casually looked at a corner of the ceiling.                                         

There was a CCTV camera pointing directly at them.  
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I then understood and grabbed Luke’s hand.  
We headed out of the room only to find hundreds of other people. I felt their stares as I walked across the                                           

bare concrete floor. I looked over at people talking and chatting. The oldest person I saw looked like they were in                                         
their mid-twenties. I was very confused as to why there weren't any elders in the building.  

I followed Jack into a small bathroom as he checked to see if anyone was there. 
“We need to stop them, but first we have to save you!” Jack said alarmingly. 
“What..What are you talking about? Where are we even?” I managed to get out. 
“They took us Addy,” Jack explained “The Keeper.. was a lie, something they put in my head to lead you                                       

into a trap. Now we're stuck here.” 
“What does that have to do with me?!” I asked  
“ They think you're important. They want to use you as some sort of weapon,” Jack explained. 
“ How do you even know any of this?” I questioned. 
“They tried to… to get rid of my memories and Luke’s. But something happened. It was like a message                                     

played in their heads to let us go and they did. I’m worried you're next and that they won’t let you go,” Jack                                             
continued. 

“ What about the thing that saved you?” I asked. 
“That’s the thing. They found a way to cancel out those messages.” 
What should I do? I don’t want to forget Luke, he's the world to me.  
I looked over at Luke and he stared back at me intently.  
“What's wrong Addy?” Luke asked, cluelessly.  
“Nothing. Everything’s fine.” I turned to face Jack. “Why exactly are we here?” 
“They want to use us. Everyone here has some sort of ability apparently, at least according to the files I                                       

stole,” Jack said. 
“How long have I been asleep?” I asked. 
“Well, you and I got here on the 20th, and you have been asleep until today which is the 22nd,” Jack                                         

answered. 
“2 days…” How? Did it have something to do with the injection they gave me in the hospital?  
I walked out of the room while Jack and Luke followed me.  
Do they know about the injuries? Is that the ability that Jack was talking about?   
A cold hand grabbed my shoulder. I immediately turned around and slapped the stranger in the face.  
“Owww.” the stranger moaned. She rubbed her face and the bruise on her face immediately disappeared.  
That was kind of like...My leg! 
“Addison Howell, Age 13. Your last birthday was 3 weeks ago. Subject 54, class S,” the girl said. 
“ Wh-what?” I was puzzled. What's an S class? I wasn’t a subject you could experiment on. 
“I would advise you to come with me. After all, you want answers,” she said happily.  
I walked through the bare hallways with this strange woman. We stopped in a room that reminded me of a                                       

classroom. As much as I didn’t want to do this I had to. I had to do it for them, for... Luke! I forgot about him in the                                                       
confrontation. I hope Jack is taking care of him.  

The girl motioned for me to sit down in one of the chairs next to a chocolate haired boy. 
“Okay, everyone, I hope you can welcome our new asset, Addy Howell!  



 

I didn’t pay much attention to what she was saying. I was assessing ways I could escape if needed. There                                       
were no windows but bright fluorescent lights. While the room was poorly decorated, it seemed clean. After looking                                   
around for a while, I realized that there was no way out.  

The kid next to me nudged me and handed me a note. 
 

Meet me in the mess hall after class. 
  

I nodded.   
I paid  closer attention to the lesson for the rest of the class.  
She mostly talked about how The Keepers came to protect us and that they are there to help us. Yeah right.                                         

After listening to her boring lesson for what seemed like an eternity, she called me to speak with her. 
“ What do you want now?” I said irritatedly. 
“What do you know about Addison?” she asked me. 
“ What do you mean?” I asked. 
“ Is your leg healing well?” she asked me. 
“ Well obviously it’s good enough to walk on,” I replied. 
“ Look Addy, all I have to do is give the word, and in a matter of seconds polonium will be injected into                                             

your body.”  
Is she serious?  
“Are you going to tell me what you know, or put your friends’ lives in danger?” she asked. 
Jack and Luke! I forgot about them. They must be worried. 
“ What do you want me to say?” I frustratingly asked, not knowing what she was talking about. 
“ What are your abilities?” she asked.  
“ What are abilities? And why would I have any?” I responded. 
She took a couple of files from her desk and shuffled through them. She stopped at a file with the letter S.  
I remembered back to our conversation. She was talking about me being an S class.  
“According to the test we ran, you have the ability to rapidly regenerate, as well as shape shift and copy.”  
The regeneration would explain how my leg healed so strangely. But should I believe her? 
“ You don’t need to worry, we will get your powers under control quickly,” she assured me. 
A million thoughts ran through my head. Then I remembered the brown haired kid’s note.  
I have to leave. 
“C-can I go… to the bathroom?” I asked. 
Her  expression changed to a scowl, “I suppose.” 
I walked along the halls to what I thought was the  mess hall. I searched the large  cafeteria for the kid.  
What does he know?  
I finally spotted him and walked over to his table.  
“ You finally came,” he said  
“ What do you have to say?” I asked him. 
“ I want to leave with you,” he answered. 
“ What are you talking about?” I said quickly to cover up the truth. I had been thinking a lot about escaping. 
“ My name is Liam. Nice to meet you Addy,” he said, clearly avoiding my question. “By the way, you have                                         

to work on hiding your thoughts, or every mind reader in the building will know what you're  thinking.” 



 

“Mind reader?” I questioned. 
“That’s me! Liam the mind reader. I couldn’t help but listen to your mind during class. It’s so confusing.”  
What did he mean by confusing?  
“No, not like that! I mean you think about a lot of things at once.”  
GET OUT OF MY HEAD!  I thought as loudly as possible.  
He lost his balance and almost fell on the concrete floor.  
The thought of someone looking through my head disturbed me. 
“ Okay, I get it! You don’t want me to read your mind,” Liam said.  
“What can you do to help me escape?” I asked. 
“ I actually have another power,” Liam continued. 
“That is…?” I asked, getting irritated even more. 
“Mind control! But it only works on animals.”  
That could actually help, if we had any powerful animals near us.  
Laim looked at me like he was about to say something, and then he looked down on the ground as if he did                                             

something wrong. 
“I have to regroup with some people. I guess I’ll see you in class tomorrow,” I said, trying to get out of the                                             

conversation. 
“ Okay bye!” Liam said happily.  
I walked out of the Mess Hall and went toward the room I woke up in. I came across a hallway full of                                             

numbered doors. How am I supposed to find them now? The lady from the class walked up to me with her fake smile. 
“Your room is number 208,” she said calmly.  
I was confused on how she knew that I was trying to find my room, but didn’t question it. I just wanted to                                             

get to Luke.  
I walked down the hallway of doors until I saw the room. I knocked on the door and I saw Jack's face. He                                             

looked worried and scared, as if he’d seen a ghost. I guessed he was worried about what happened to me.  
Jack came up to me and hugged me. After him, Luke came over and hugged me with an innocent smile on                                         

his face. 
“We need to talk.” Jack and I said at once. 
“ Did you know about ‘the abilities’?” I asked.  
“ Yes,” Jack answered. “ Where did you go?” 
“I don’t know.  It was kind of like a classroom,” I answered. 
“What are your abilities?” Jack asked. 
“ A lady said that they were shape shifting, regeneration, and copying. What’s copying?” I asked. 
“You can copy other people's abilities, but you have to do something to activate it. Like if I touch you I get                                           

your abilities. Different people have different triggers,” Jack responded. 
“ Okay. One last question, how do we escape?” I asked. 
Jack smiled at me as if he’d been waiting for me to say that all day.  
He went into the room and I followed, closing the door behind me. It was the same place I woke up that                                           

morning.  
“Want to see something cool?” He looked at me then he looked at Luke.  
Without waiting for my answer, Luke picked up a rock and stared at it coldly. After a couple of seconds the                                         

rock started floating through the air with a green aura around it.  



 

This is his power.  
Ignoring the rock, I stared at Luke and I felt a small shock.  
Luke backed up as if he’d felt it too. Because of his loss in concentration,  the rock fell.  
“What does this have to do with escaping?” I whispered to Jack. 
“Once we get full control of our powers, we can escape,” he said. 
“Why can’t we just do it now?” I asked. 
“We don’t know enough,” he replied. 
He was right, we didn’t know anything. That was why he wanted me to see Luke try to activate his ability.  
It’s worse for me, I don’t even know how to start using mine. 
“So we wait in the shadows, until we're strong enough, and then we escape,” he answered. 
At that moment, when the room went silent, I knew it would be hard and I knew that they wouldn’t let us                                           

go easily. But the thought of freedom, that is why I had to escape. 
 

 

Getting Lost in a Book  

By Lily Siemen 
 

 Getting lost in a book 
Is like you’re flying 

All you can see are the words 
Or the clouds in your face 

 
Getting lost in a book 
Is like you’re flying 

You can fly to new places  
It’s magical 

 
Getting lost in a book 
Is like you’re flying 

YOu can’t hear anyone around you 
You can’t hear anyone below you 

 
Getting lost in a book 
Is like you’re flying 

 
 



 
 
 

 
Hera, Queen of The Gods         

 
Who is she?: You probably know who Hera is,                  
as the fickle, evil force who punishes Zeus’ other               

wives and the queen of the gods, but Hera has                    
other sides to her too!          
 
Looks: This is kind of crazy, but Hera was                  
described with “Cow Eyes” which apparently were big,               
brown eyes you could get lost in. (Who knew                   
Greeks thought that cows were so attractive?) Hera was                    
also described as being one of the most beautiful                 
goddesses, rivaled only by Aphrodoite.            
 
What are her symbols?: A peacock, lily, cattle, and                 
throne.  
 
Roman form: Juno is very similar to Hera, except more                   
queenlike.  
 

Myths she is in: Hera is in many myths, most of them about Zeus falling in love with                                   
another woman and making that woman’s life absolutely miserable. She usually plays the                         
role of “jealous wife” in stories, and some of the punishments she inflicts on Zeus’ lovers                               



 

and and demigod children of Zeus are absolutely horrible. Most famous example is                         
Heracles (better known as Hercules) who she sent snakes to kill.                      
 
What about her personality?: Hera is sometimes very cruel, punishing Zeus’ wives, but                         
she is also sometimes kind like when she helps Psyche and Eros.                        
 
Other information: Hera was the patron of the city of Argos. And fun fact- Hera, even                               
though Zeus cheated on her all the time, never did the same. As the goddess of marriage,                                 
she represented pure faithfulness, which is great. Even though Hera is always described as                           
being evil, if you really think about it, Zeus is the evil one. Yes, Hera might be cruel, but                                     
it’s all because of Zeus.          

The Myth of Io        
 
Once there was a mortal princess named Io, who was so beautiful she attracted Zeus’                             
attention. In an effort to hide their affair from Hera, Zeus covered the area where they                               
met in heavy storm clouds.          

But that wasn’t the most clever idea, since Hera got suspicious of all the clouds                             
around the area and knew Zeus was up to his silly tricks again. So she floated down to the                                     
place to see what was going on.              

Zeus heard Hera calling Zeus’ name, and panicked. He turned Io into a cow to                             
disguise her, because obviously he wouldn’t be dating a cow.                    

But that was obviously suspicious, and Hera knew that something was up. So she                           
asked, “Oh, husband, is that cow a gift for me? It’s absolutely gorgeous!”                          

“Oh…. Um…. Yeah….,” Zeus was trapped, so she had to give Hera Io.                          
Io protested, but she was powerless. Hera took Io and trapped her in a field, leaving                               

Argus as her guard: A person with eyes all over him; in his hands, feet, legs, everywhere.                                 
He only closed one of his hundred eyes at one time, so Io was constantly under guard.                                  

Zeus felt guilty, so he sent Hermes tio kill Argus. Hermes succeeded by enchanting                           
Argus so each of his eyes closed. Then Heremes killed him, and Io was free!                              

Soon Hera discovered that Argus was dead and Io had escaped. Then she sent a                             
gadfly after Io, and she was chased around the earth by the gadfly.                          

Finally Io arrived in Egypt, where she was restored back to her original form.                           
Thankfully this is one of those happy greek myths, and Io married an Egyptian king and                               
gave birth to Epaphus and lived happily ever after for the rest of her life.                              



 

If you’re familiar with Egyptian Myths, you’ll know about the goddess Isis. And                         
guess what? Sometimes Io is identified with Isis.                

What’s the moral of this story, then?             
I’d say it’s to think before you act. Zeus was stupid and just dated Io with no                                 

thought of how Hera would react. This causes Io much pain and suffering. If Zeus had                               
just thought, everything would have been so much better.                  

 
 

Zeus, King of The Gods       
 

Who is he?: Everybody knows; he is the king of                   
the gods, lord of thunder. But he is                
not as grand and majestic as people think him to                   
be. He is often seen running off with his lovers,                   
and enraging Hera.      
 
Looks: Zeus’ appearance isn’t described very           
much. That is up to your interpretation.              
 
What are his symbols?: Thunder, lightning,            
Eagles, and the bull.        
 
Roman form: Zeus Roman form is Jupiter (yes,               
like the planet).      
There are not many differences          
between them, though.      
 
Myths he is in: Zeus is in lots                
of myths and many, many of them go like this; Zeus gets a crush on some poor mortal                                   
lady,  
Hera gets mad and punishes          
said mortal lady. Rinse and repeat….            
 



 

What about his personality?: Zeus is known as being very powerful as king of the gods,                               
but he’s also quite silly, with the way he chases after any woman who happens to be                                 
pretty, with no forethought.        
 
Other information: Zeus’ children take up a majority of heroes and gods. A list is: Apollo,                               
Artemis, Dioyonisus, Persues, Hercules, and many, many more. He had lots of kids!                          
 

The Ancient Greek Creation Myth          
Disclaimer: This story varies from source to source, as Greek Mythology is not one certain thing. It is literally a                                       
religion. There are dozens of versions of this. This story is just the one that we know. So don’t get angry if this                                             

isn’t the version you use!          

 
This is the story of how gods were created, and how Zeus came to rule the universe.                                  

The world started out with this big, huge, void of nothingness, named Chaos.                         
Chaos soon got bored of all the nothingness and created Gaia (the earth), Tartarus (a                             
void and also prison) Eros (love), Erebus (Darkness) and Nyx. (Night)                      

Though these deities aren’t very relevant, Gaia is important. Her body basically                       
made up the earth. Yes, you’re standing on her skin right now.                       

Gaia basically got bored and one day created Ouranous, who represented the night                         
sky. Gaia married Ouranous, and together they had kids.                  

This was where things started going…. downhill.              
Gaia gave birth to many children: The Elder Cyclops, with only one eye, the                           

Hecatoncheires, with 100 hands and eyes, and the only good-looking ones: The 12                         
Titans.  

Ouranous, it turns out, was a horrible father, and despite Gaia loving all of her                             
children despite, he despised the cyclops and Hecatoncheires for their ugliness, and cast                         
them into Tartarus. This was basically like the great enternall prison/void. It’s                       
personification was the god Tartarus, so he was basically the void like how Gaia was the                               
earth.  

Gaia was furious, so she told her Titan children to kill Ouranous. Only one was                             
brave enough to: Kronos. He managed to convince his brothers, Hyperion, Iapetus,                       
Krios, and Koios to help him by promising them rule of the east, west, north, and south.                                  

Gaia gifted him a sharp silver scythe to kill Ouranous, and Kronos killed him with                             
Hyperion, Iapetus, Krios, and Koios holding Ouranous down. Ouranous’ chopped up                     
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pieces created the 3 Fates, the first 3 Nythmps, and Aphrodite… somehow… when his                           
blood fell into the ocean.          

Now Kronos became the ruler of the universe, and he had Rhea, his sister, for his                               
wife (gross). There was a prophecy Gaia warned him about, saying that Kronos’ own                           
children would come to overthrow him.            

So what was the natural reaction when Rhea had her first child, Hestia, who would                             
later become goddess of the Hearth and home?                

Eat her, of course!        
Kronos repeated this wonderful action for every other time Rhea had a child:                         

Hades, Demeter, Hera…. So when Rhea had another child, Zeus, she went to her mother                             
Gaia for help.      

Gaia gave Rhea a solution: She hid Zeus away in a cave to be taken care of by the 3                                       
first Nymphs (who were, if you remember, created by Ouranous’ blood) and gave Rhea a                             
stone made to look like Zeus for Kronos to eat instead. Kronos didn’t notice that the                               
“baby” he ate was actually a rock, and Zeus was safe.                      

Zeus grew up to be a super powerful god, and he eventually overthrew Kronos by                             
slipping him a drink that would make him throw up….                    

Kronos throw up Zeus’ 5, very powerful, siblings.                
Later was a really bloody war in which Zeus, Hera, Hadees, Hestia, Demeter, and                           

Poseidon fought against Kornos and the rest of the titans. Some titans were neutral, such                             
as Pontus, and others supported the gods, like Rhea. Zeus went to Tarturas and freed his                               
monstrous uncles; the cyclops and Hecatoncheires. The cyclops created Poseidon's                   
trident, Hades’ helmet of invisibility, and Zeus’ lightning bolt. With the support of his                           
uncles, Zeus managed to defeat the titans, casting them into Tartarus.                      

Then Zeus became king of the gods, Poseidon became ruler of the sea, and Hades                             
took over the Underworld.        

That’s how the whole entire world of Greek Mythology was basically established!                        
 

Glossary 
Heracles/Hercules: A great hero, famous for his 12 trials. He was originally a demigod (somebody half                               
god and half mortal) but was gifted immortality for his heroicness.                      
Psyche: A beautiful woman who was gifted immortality, like Heracles, as she married Eros.                            
Eros: The god of love and daughter of Aphrodite. Not to be confused with the other Eros, who was                                     
Chaos’ son or daughter. He was Psyche's husband.                
Argos: A city in Greece. Hera is the patron goddess of it.                        
Demigod: A son or daughter of a god and mortal.                    



 

Isis: The Egyptain goddess of life and magic.                
Apollo: God of the sun and archery,             
Artemis; Goddess of hunting and protector of maidens.               
Dionysus: God of wine.        
Perseus: A son of Zeus responsible for killing Medusa, a woman with snakes for hair.                              
Pontus: Titan of the sea, not to be confused with Poseidon, the god of the sea.                                

 

  
CAduceus inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Hero of the publication is…. Psyche 

 
Psyche is the famous wife of Eros, and a Greek hero.  She later became the goddess of 
the  soul, and did four impossible tasks for Aphrodite.  SHe met the wrath and evilness 
of Aphrodite multiple times, and made some epic mistakes along the way to her 
greatness. It all happened because she was absolutely beautiful and a princess.  
 
Fun facts: 

● Psyche had two sisters that told her Eros (cupid/ her Secret husband) 
was a monster. This caused her to look at him at night and then be 
caused to do the 4 impossible tasks set by Aprodite. 

● ERos ended up to actually be a very handsome man 
● Eros found out psyche was looking at him when she accidently spilled 

hot wax on him while using a candle to see his face late at night 
 
Psyche 4 “impossible ”Tasks 



 

   
1. Sorting out a huge pile of seeds                          LInks for more info on the 4 tasks: More info.th 
2. Retrieving the golden fleece   
3. Filling a flask from water of the Styx   
4. GEt a box of persephone's ointment from the underworld   

   
 

 
Storytime: The Wrath of Aphrodite 

 
One day, Aphrodite was in her Olympus Beauty SPa when she overheard mortals at her temple 
in Cyprus discussing a new love goddess.  
 
“Psyche is, like, totally lit!” One priest said.  
 
“I know!” Said another.  
 
“She’s like a new Aphrodite!” The high king himself said, and they all went to worship young 
Psyche.  
 
No more than 16, Psyche was a beautiful princess. She had two mean and already married 
stepsisters, but she herself was single. All the male citizens of the kingdom wanted to marry 
Psyche.  
 
The king also wanted Psyche to get married, so he went to the Oracle of Delphi. When he got 
there, the oracle gave him the prophecy.  
 
“Your daughter shall marry a beast! A foul creature! On her wedding day, dress her for a 
funeral and throw her off a cliff! There she will meet only doom and sadness!”  
 
When Psyche heard the news, she immediately got in a funeral dress, and jumped off the cliff.  
 
The end.  
 
Just kidding.  
 
The god of the SOuth WInds caught her and took her to his master’s lands. (Little did she know 
that his master was the son of Aphrodite and later in life that he would be seen as a baby in 
diapers with a bow and arrow.) He flew her to a beautiful palace in the sky, and led her in.   
 
There, Psyche found dressers filled with diamonds and gold, also precious metals. She found all 
sorts of fancy stuff, in addition to  invisible servants.  
 

https://www.quora.com/What-tasks-did-Venus-give-Psyche


 

That night, when she went to bed, she heard someone call her name.  
 
“Hey Psyche. How are you?”  
 
“WHo’s there?” SHe asked.  
 
“Me. Your husband. I can’t reveal who I am, because It would destroy our marriage.”  
 
“I don’t even know you,” Psyche said.  
 
“But I know you, Psyche. I’ve been watching you for years. ``I love you.”   
 
A couple days later, Psyche’s mean sisters visited. They convinced Psyche that her husband was 
a shapeshifting monster and that she should look at him while he was sleeping. So that night, 
after they left, she sneaked into her husband’s bedroom with a candle and saw him. But he 
wasn’t a monster.  
 
He looked like the most beautiful guy she had ever seen.  
 
“Wow.” Psyche said, and she dropped the candle on his back. Instantly, her husband woke up and 
had a really bad burn from the candle.  
 
“PsychE! How could you? Goodbye, my love. I am Eros, the god of love, and you ruined 
everything.”  
 
To be continued:  
 

The rest of this storytime has the “monster” of our publication, due to this, the second 
part will be later on. 
 
 

ANd the Monster of the publication is… 
Aphrodite!!! 

 
Technically Aphrodite is not a monster anyway but since psychse  doesn't really come in 

touch with many actual monsters, like Hercules did, we are just going to do Aphrodite!!! 
 

 
Aphrodite: 
 
Aphrodite is the goddess of love and beauty (and hate if you ask some..). She would go around 
making mortals fall in and out of love. she could make couples fight and then make them fall 
madly in love again. Aphrodite was not born like all the other gods, and technically was the 
oldest. She was born from the king of the skies blood. ( More info on this here How Aphrodite 

https://www.paleothea.com/Myths/BirthAphrodite.html


 

was born) Aphrodite was technically married to hephaestus, but she often had affairs with the 
war god ares. 
 
Fun FActs: 

● Aphrodite's son Eros’ dad was Ares 
● One of the goddesses sacred plants is lettuce 
● Aphrodite had a belt that could make any man fall in love with her 
● Aphrodite looked different to different people 

 
 
Story time part 2: The CRuelty of APhrodite 
 

Once upon a time, Aprodite heard about what Psyche had done, she wanted to get revenge . 
 
Psyche was busy fixing temples for Demeter and Hera because she was sad. Aphrodite 

kidnapped her and took her to her palace. There, she gave Psyche four impossible tasks:  
 

● Sorting a huge pile of small seeds 
● Retrieving the Golden Fleece 
● Filling a flask from the water of the Styx 
● Getting a box of Phersephone’s beauty ointmentTM From the Underworld 

 
Psyche got help from teeny tiny ANts to sort the seeds, then she got help from a reed 

(the plant) to retrieve the Golden FLeece, For the Styx water, Zeus sent an eagle to help her, 
and nobody helped Psyche with the last task.  
 

After APhrodite was finished being evil, she let Psyche go. Psyche and Eros met up and got 
remarried.  Zeus made Psyche immortal so she and Eros could stay together forever.  
 

Or is it.... 

 

  

https://www.paleothea.com/Myths/BirthAphrodite.html


 

 
 

Night Unicorns 
By Daniel Luce 

 
The Night Unicorn is the rarest and most mysterious of all species of unicorns. The 
only written record of their existence is from 134 BC in ancient Greece. Homer, 
the famous Greek poet and author of The Iliad, wrote about it. He gave them their 
scientific name, Starlight Hornivorus, and described them as beautiful and majestic 
creatures. Read on to learn more! 
 

Appearance 

Night Unicorns are said to have dark black hair, with silver stars laced throughout 
it. They have silver horns and black feathered wings. They are very pretty and have 
silver colored eyes.  
 

Habitat 

 
Night Unicorns are said to live around the Mediterranean Sea in dark caves.  
 

Behaviors 

 
Night Unicorns are nocturnal, and like dark 
places. It is said that they fly up onto trees 
and gaze at the stars in the night sky. They 
are often called Star Watchers due to this 



 

behavior. They are also vegetarian and eat berries, shrubs, leaves, twigs and grass. 
They drink moonwater, which is water that has seen a full moon.  
 

Babies 

 
Night Unicorns rarely interact with one another, so mating is not common. That is 
probably why we don’t see them today. It is said that when they mate, the female 
first fights each male. If there are any males that she doesn’t think could support a 
baby Night Unicorn, or Night Horn, then she scares them away. Then, she sees 
which remaining male would best support the Night Horn due to size, behavior and 
wingspan. She chooses the final male and they mate, under the shadow of a 
crescent moon. The female has the Night Horn whenever she chooses and sends 
the baby off to live with it’s father after just a month of motherly care. The Night 
Horn lives with its father for just a few years, before exploring the wild. The babies 
look like the adults, just smaller and without stars on their bodies.  
 
In conclusion, Night Unicorns are a magical creature. As you know, they are also 
very rare. There have been thousands of hoaxes. But maybe you will be the one to 
find this majestic unicorn! Follow Homer’s footsteps and be the first to ride the 
Night Unicorn! 
 

Glossary 
 
Homer-Famous Greek Poet, author of the epic poems The Iliad and The Odyssey.  
 
The Iliad-Epic Greek Poem written by Homer, tells the story of the Trojan War.  
 
Moonwater-Water that has magically been blessed by a full moon. Night Unicorns love it.  
 
Night Horns-Baby Starlight Hornivorus(Night Unicorns). 

 
 



 

Top 5 Longest Running Broadway 
Musicals 

By Daniel Luce 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

These are amazing musicals that have been running on Broadway for years! They are worldwide successes, 
and have made billions of dollars. After reading this, beg your parents to see these awesome musicals!  

 

5. The Lion King 

 
This mega-hit based on the 1994 Disney movie has been running on 
Broadway since 1997. With music by Elton John, Hans Zimmer, 
Lebo M and lyrics by Tim Rice, this musical is a smash hit. Originally 
directed by Julie Taymor, it has won six Tony Awards. These include 
Best Director of a Musical, Best Choreography of a musical, and 
Best Musical. This wonderful production has been performed in New York, France, London, Tokyo, Toronto, 
Los Angeles, Sydney, Melbourne, South Korea, Denmark, Johannesburg, Taipei, Madrid, Mexico City, and 
Sao Paulo. It shows no signs of stopping it’s worldwide domination!  

4. Les Miserables 
 

The epic musical about the French Revolution, this “opera” is 
based on Victor Hugo’s novel of the same name. It originated in 
the West End in 1985, and ran for 16 years on Broadway later on. 
It was written and composed by Claude-Michel Schonberg, Alain 
Boubil, Herbert Kretzmer, and Jean-Marc Natel. It’s the longest 
running West End musical ever, and second longest running 
musical in the world, after The Fantasticks. This famous musical is 
SO GOOD and If you see it, bring tissues. You will cry.  

 



 

3. Cats 
 
This Andrew Lloyd Webber epic is based on T.S. Eliot’s book Old Possum’s 
Book of Practical Cats, an old favorite of Webber as a kid. Originally starring 
Elaine Paige as Grizabella the glamour cat, this production was first viewed by 
stunned audiences in the West End in 1981. With extraordinary costumes and 
set pieces by John Napier, this mega musical was clearly amazing. It has won 
many Tony Awards, including Best Featured Actress (Betty Buckly), and still 
amazes all who see it to this day.  

2. Chicago 
 
This Kander and Ebb musical about murder and corrupt justice 
in the 1920’s is sure to give the more “mature” audiences quite 
a laugh. Originally choreographed and directed by Bob Fosse, 
this hit musical is famous because of it’s 1996 Broadway revival 
and 2002 movie. The original 1975 production starred Gwen 
Verdon as Roxie Hart and Chita Rivera as Velma Kelly. 
Chicago has certainly left its mark on the world, and 
“razzle-dazzles” all who see it.  

1. The Phantom of the Opera 
Based on the book of the same name, this Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and Richard Stilgoe “opera” is the longest running 
show in Broadway history. It is still on Broadway today! The 
production originally starred Michael Crawford as the title role 
and Sarah Brightman as Christine. This great musical has 
difficult vocal parts, amazing sets and costumes, and comedic 
timing in the song “Notes”. However, I suggest sitting in the 
Mezzanine or Balcony. Unless you like a giant chandelier 
dangling above your head!  
 
 
Now that you have learned about the top five longest running Broadway musicals, I suggest seeing every 
one of them. They are all SO good, and will amaze you with their 
choreography, staging, sets, costumes, acting, and music. See you at the 
theatre!  
 
Sources: The Big Book Of Musicals: Illustrated Edition 
 



 
 

TOP 5 GALAR POKEMON IN SWORD 
AND SHIELD 
By Jacob Moffitt 

 
 

#1 Corviknight   
This is a new Pokemon with a type set that was never 
seen before.  It is a steel flying type which makes it 
have many strengths and very high defense. Corviknight 
has a gigantamax form too. 
 
 
 
#2 Perserker   
This new Pokemon is the evolution of Galarian Meowth. 
Goodbye Persion! It is a steel type that is creepy.  
 
 
 
 
 
#3 Ponyta  

Wow, this Ponyta looks much nicer than the other 
Ponyta. The other one was a fire pony. Galarian 
Ponyta is a psychic fairy type and is pretty 
useful.  It is only found in a magic mushroom 
place and exclusive to Pokemon Shield. You have 
to walk around in the grass to get it and it is 
pretty rare.  
 

 
#4 Zacian and Zamazenta 
   
It’s a two in one special here. Well 
you only get one depending on which 
game you have.  If you have a Pokemon 
shield you get Zamazenta (on the 
right) and if you have a Pokemon sword 
you get Zacian ( on the left) . 
Zamazenta is the legendary shield 
Pokemon.  Zacian has a behemoth blade and is the legendary sword 
Pokemon. Zamazenta is a fighting type and Zacian is a fairy type. 
These Pokemon have battle forms and non-battle forms. They come at 
level 70. When gladiators had to choose between a sword and 
shield, they chose shield.  That means Zamazenta in this case. 
 
 
#5 Galarian Weezing   
 
This Pokemon needs to stop polluting! Koffing 
evolves into Weezing and there is no Galarian 
Koffing! This is one weird poison type. 
Whenever you use it, it fogs up the arena. 



 
 

The Anaconda 
By Gabriel Bodak 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      The anaconda is one of the biggest snakes on earth. It is a constrictor. Every member in the anaconda 
family constricts. This means the anaconda does not use venom to kill its prey. It squeezes its prey until it 
cannot breathe anymore. The green anaconda weighs 550 pounds. That's double the average human. Did 
you know the mother anaconda will eat her own babies because she has not eaten in four weeks. Males will 
fight for over four weeks so they can mate with a female. Unlike other snakes or other reptiles, the anaconda 
gives birth to live young. The anaconda is an apex predator. It will eat mostly anything in the Amazon 
Rainforest. There is no predator of the anaconda, however out of fear, humans sometimes kill anacondas 
and sometimes anacondas are poached for their skins. So it could be said that humans are a predator of the 
anaconda.  

 

Five Hardest Math Problems That Have 
Never Been Solved 

By: Robert Ferro 
 
 

In math there are many hard and almost impossible problems that have been created, but some 
still after years haven’t been solved. Here are five of the most difficult ones. 
 

Separatrix Separation 
A pendulum in motion can swing side to side or turn in a continuous circle. The point when it 
goes from one type of motion to the next is called the separatrix. However, when the pendulum is 
prodded at an almost constant rate, the mathematics fall apart. No one has been able to find an 
equation to describe this.  
  
 

Exponents and Dimensions 



 

Imagine Air freshener diffusing across the room. The movement of each molecule is random, 
which is a process called Brownian motion. Even if the way the gas wafts overall is predictable, 
there is a mathematical language that can describe things like this. However, with this specific 
movement of molecules an exact solution has not been found. It can provide exact solutions to the 
equations by breaking its own rules but can not find an exact solution without breaking the rules 
of the equation. What the exponents and dimensions problem asks is if there is a way for us to 
find exact solutions without breaking the rules of the equation. This is the only question on this 
list that is partly solved. Gregory Lawler proved that exact solutions to two problems in this 
mathematical language have been found without breaking these rules, that leaves some hope that 
it is not only those two equations that can be solved this way. 
 

Impossibility Theorems 
There are many numbers like pi that are impossible to find the exact value of, and that is why 
they are on this list. They are impossible to solve. 
 

Navier-Strokes 
The Navier-Strokes equation was developed in 1822 and has never been solved. It is used to 
describe the motion of a viscous fluid. Though with some equations it has been unclear whether 
the answer was wrong or there wasn't an answer at all. It is one of the millennium problems, this 
means that if you solve the problem you get 1 million dollars. 
 
 

π + ε  
Pi plus E is an extremely difficult problem and has never been solved. It is all about algebraic real 
numbers. The real number 𝜋 goes back to ancient math, while the number e has been around since 
the 17th century. You’ve probably heard of both, and you’d think we would know the answer to 
every basic question. Right? Well, we do know that both 𝜋 and e are transcendental (Not algebraic) 
we don’t know about 𝜋e, 𝜋/e, and other simple combinations of them. 
 
Above are the 5 hardest math problems that have never been solved. I hope you enjoyed and why 
don't you see if you can have some luck solving them! 
 
Information from Popularmechanics.com and newscientist.com 

 

 

  



 
 

Soccer Skills! 
By: Sonya Malik 

 
Soccer is one of the most popular sports in the world. 265 million people in the 
world play soccer! Soccer is a beloved sport that has been played for over 3,000 
years! It is a game played primarily with legs. Arms and hands are used very 
minimally. In European countries, soccer is called Football instead of soccer! Positions 
though keep soccer controlled and makes it so everyone has a good amount of 
playing time and makes it so people don’t run out of energy so fast. Without positions 
soccer would be a huge mess! 

 
Goalkeeper  - The Goalie is the only person in the whole game who can use hands 
to protect the ball from going into the goal. If there is no goalie, then a lot of goals 
could be scored.  

 
Defender  - Defenders stay back by the goal and try to take the ball from the other 
team. Usually when they get it, they send it up to the other half of the field (other 
team’s side). 

  
Midfielder - The Midfielders job is to go up and down the field to protect the goal and to 
score on the other team’s goal. They don’t always score though. They mostly make assists 
and send the ball to another player. 

 

   
Forward  - The forward strikes the ball and tries to make as many goals as they can. They 

usually don’t go back and defend the goal from the other team.   
 

6\six  - the “six” is a defending midfielder who usually stays central in a game.  
 

8\eight - The “eight” is like the center midfielder who goes side to side in a game.  

 
10\ten  - The “Ten” Is an attacking midfielder to the game. The Ten attacks the ball and tries 
to stay up the field more than down the field by their goalbox.  

 



 

How many of each player per position 
Goalkeeper - 1 per team 
Defenders - 3 usually per team (depends what formation) 
Midfielders - 2 usually per team (Depends what formation) 
Forwards - 1-2 usually per team (Depends what formation) 
6\six - 1 usually per team (Depends what formation) 
8\eight - 1 usually per team (depends What formation) 
10\ten- 1 usually Per team (depends what formation) 
Refs - 1-3 (depends what formation)

 

There may be more positions for different kinds of teams and people do different setups for a game too. 
At certain age levels, you can only play with a certain amount of people. 

 

Different formats  
8 or younger - 7 vs. 7                 9 or older - 9 vs. 9                     12 or older 11 vs. 1

 

Famous Soccer Players 
Female Soccer Players 

● Alex Morgan - Forward 
● Mia Hamm - Forward 

● Hope Solo - Goalkeeper 
● Abby Wambach - Forward  

● Carli Lloyd - Forward 
● Marta - Forward 

● Sun Wen - Forward 
● Brandi Chastain - Midfielder 
● Megan Rapinoe - Midfielder 
● Ashlyn Harris - Goalkeeper 
● Shannon Boxx - Midfielder 

 
Male Soccer Players 

● Lionel Messi 
● Cristiano Ranoldo 

● Pele 
● Bobby Charlton 

 

There's more to soccer than positions, players, and formations. There are also rules for soccer and 
they're really important. These rules will help you become a better soccer player. 

 
1. No using your hands unless you’re a goalie 
2. Don’t foul with hands 
3. Can't mark\Guard the goalie 



 

4. Can’t Be offsides (Outdoor)  
5. Cant have more than the players for your formaition 

 
There are different rules that apply to different age groups and teams. Not all age groups have the 
same rules because of their age. The ball size is also important to the game and age group. 

 
There are 3 ball sizes. It depends on the age group for the size of the 
ball. (A size 3, a size 4, and a size 5) 

 
There are also different kicks to take when the ball goes out. If the ball 
goes out from the other team, then your team gets the ball. 
 
Kicks: 

1. Corner Kick (if the ball goes out by a corner) 
2. Goal kick (the goalie can kick it) 
3. Penalty kicks (if a player from another team gets hurt, one of 

the players from the hurt member’s team can try to score a 
goal)  

4. Start Kick (Start of the half) 
 

There's a lot more to soccer, but there's one more thing to mention. The dress code! The dress code is 
very important to soccer.

 
What players should wear: 

● Soccer Cleats (Outdoor) 
● Soccer cleats (Indoor) 
● Uniform or jersey underneath with shorts (sport shorts) 
● No Jewelry Or accessories  
● Headband (If wanted) 
● Hair up if hair is long 

For goalies: 
● Goalie jersey/penny 
● Uniform underneath or jersey and shorts (sport shorts) 
● Goalie gloves  
● Goalie pants (if wanted) 
● Hair up if hair is long 
● No Jewelry Or accessories 
● Headband (If wanted) 

 

Included in this article is important info about soccer. There's much more to learn about soccer, but this 
is a good start. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Kylen Jones 
 
        The history of the Cleveland Browns original football team began in 1944 when taxicab magnate Arthur 
B. Mcbride “Mickey” purchased a Cleveland franchise in the newly formed All-America Football Conference 
(AAFC).  It was thought that Paul Brown, the teams’ first coach, was who the Browns were named after. 
Others thought that it was named after Joe Lewis the boxer, who was called the Brown Bomber.  
        The Browns were a conquering team in the 1950s. They went on to win three NFL championships, and 
one in 1964.  Quarterback Otto Graham, fullback Marion Motley, and tackle kicker Lou Groza were the main 
men that led the way to our winning four AAFC championships, and accomplished a 52-4-3 winning record!  
        Although they have yet to appear in a Super Bowl,  the team’s overall record is eight championship 
wins:  four in the AAFC, and four in the NFL.  
 
The team’s current key players to possibly carry on the team’s legacy are as follows:  

● Baker Mayfield-Quarterback 
● Odell Beckham Jr.-Wide receiver 
● Myles Garrett-Defensive end 
● Nick Chubb-Running back 
● Jarvis Landry-Wide receiver 
● Kareem Hunt-Running back 
● Chris Smith-Defensive end 
● Dacid Njoku-Tight end 
● Austin Seibert-Place kicker 

 
        I can’t talk about the current Browns without talking about the man behind our current team.  James 
Arthur Haslam lll “Jimmy” is the CEO and co-owner with his wife Dee of the Pilot Flying J truck stop chain. 
Jimmy Haslam was born on March 9, 1954 in Knoxville, TN.  In 2012 he met with Randy Lerner where he 
came to an agreement to purchase the franchise for $1 billion.  Forbes had the value of the team in 2011 at 
$977 million, which was 20th in the NFL, in terms of value ranking.  The teams net worth as of March 2017 
was $3.7 billion.  In Barbara Bruno’s article she says: “Jimmy Haslam appears to actually be the kind of 
real-life cowboy that so many recent politicians want voters to think they are.”  He’s the hope the fans and 
this team needs! 
        The Cleveland Browns owner Jimmy Haslam is hoping to be in history books as having had a team that 
rivaled other teams as they once did in the 1950’s, and in the 1960’s!  The current team roster is promising, 
but with all things it is going to take a lot of hard work, discipline, sacrifice, and most of all a lot of teamwork 
to win a championship.  It will take working together to accomplish a common goal, ultimately a Super Bowl 
Championship win!  
 



 

Sources: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleveland_Browns   and 
https://www.profootballhof.com/teams/cleveland-browns/team-history/  

 

7 wonders of the world 
 by:Cole Taylor 

 
Taj mahal-india- 

The Taj Mahal is located in Agra,India. The 
Taj Mahal was finished in 1632 to contribute to 
the emperor  Shah Jahan’s wife Mumtaz Mahal . 
Once she died he started the construction of 
the building as a testament to their love 
 

 
Petra - Jordan 
Petra is an ancient city in Jordan. Historians 
think that the city could date back to being 
built as early as the 4th century BCE. It is well 
known for it’s archaeological, historical, and 
architectural value. Two of it’s more noticeable 

features are the water conduit system and the rock-cut 
architecture 

 
 
Christ the redeemer-brazil- 

Christ the redeemer is located in brazil. Made by a french 
sculptor, Paul Landowski, and a romainian sculptor Gheorghe 
Leonida. While Paul Landowski covered most of the area of the 
statue, Gheorghe leonida sculpted the more 
intricate face. Christ the Redeemer is 98 feet tall 
and has a 26-feet tall pedestal. Its arms stretch 
92 feet wide. It is located on the 2,200 foot 
Corcovado mountain. The construction of Christ 
The Redeemer started in 1922 and was completed in 
1931. 
 
The Great Wall of China-china- 

The Great wall of China is located in China 
(hence the name). The great wall is known for its 
uniqueness, great length, and the historical 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cleveland_Browns
https://www.profootballhof.com/teams/cleveland-browns/team-history/


 

value. The wall is associated with  thousands of years of 
history. The wall was built to protect the Chinese from invaders 
from the north, primarily the Mongols. The series of walls began 
construction as early as the 7th century BCE.  The construction 
finished in 1937. 
 
Machu picchu-peru-  

Machu Picchu was built by the Incan empire. Located in the 
Cusco Region of Peru’s Machu picchu District. According to the 
majority of archaeologists, The Incan emperor, Pachuti, built 
machu picchu as an estate around the year 
1450. Later, the estate developed into a city. 
Machu picchu was abandoned a century after 
because of the Spanish Conquest. The site 
became unknown to the world until the 
American explorer, Hiram Bingham, discovered 
the city. The site is notable for its 
representation of Incan life. 
 
Colosseum-italy- 

The colosseum is located in Rome, Italy. The 
colosseum is an oval shaped amphitheater. The 
site is the largest Amphitheater in the world. 
The Amphitheater was made mostly of sand and 
concrete. Amphitheaters were made for 
gladiator combat, Animal slayings, and 

executions. The construction began in Ce 72 by the Roman 
emperor Vespasian.  after the death of the emperor, his 
successor, Titus Domitian finished the construction 8 years 
later. 
 
Chichen itza- mexico- 

Chichen Itza is located in Mexico’s Yucatan 
site in CAncun. This archaeological wonder was 
built in the Terminal Classic period around 250 
CE to 900 CE. The site was believed to be a major 
city for the Mayan people. The site has a lot of 
historical value, contributing to it’s placement 
as one of the 7 wonders of the world. Chichen 
Itza also features multiple construction styles. 
 



 

https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/the-7-wonders-of-the-worl
d.html 
 

 

Rubik’s Cubes 
By Jude Goolamier, Darsh Patel & Malec Jirari 

 
Rubik ’s Cubes are really cool. They stretch and make your brain go wild.  Check out the variety of cubes out 1

there.  
 

 
Number 1: The Molecube  
This one is such a cool puzzle because it combines the knowledge of a rubik's 
cube, with the knowledge of a sudoku puzzle. This means that you need to get 
one of every color, on each side of the cube. If one one of the colors is on the 
same side more than once, it means that you did not solve this correctly. There 
are multiple solutions to this Molecube.. This cube came from “VAT19”. 

 
 

Number 2: The Floppy Cube  
This 1x2x2 cube is a pretty cool cube. It’s an easy cube for beginners. Sadly this is a 
modeled one, so you can't buy it online. The reason why it’s so easy is because, one 
it’s small, and two it only has 6 combinations in all.  
 

Number 3: Pyraminx  

The pyraminx is an exceptional rubik's cube. It is easier than you think and you should 
be able to solve it if you know how to solve a normal 3x3. There are 933,120 
possibilities for a pyraminx.  

 
 
 

Number 4: Rubik's Race 

I don't know if people will actually call this a rubik's cube, but if you ever want to try 
something new, here is the Rubik’s Race. The rules are simple, the middle 9 
squares should match what faces you when you scramble the box. There are also 
challenges in the pamphlet, which are pretty hard.  
 

1  

https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/the-7-wonders-of-the-world.html
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/the-7-wonders-of-the-world.html


 

Number 5 :rubik's LIght  
 
The rubik's Cube Light is just a normal cube, but it can light up. This is again from “VAT19”.  
 

Number 6 : 17 by 17 by 17 
If you thought the 3 by 3 is hard, then this is going to be a cube that 
will make your brain explode!  
 
  

Number 7: 33 by 33 
 
This 33 by 33. This cube is humongous, since 33 by 33 is a lot. It is the biggest 
real cube not online and it was 3D printed. 
 
 
 
 

 

Number 8: Pentamix 
 
If you know you're cubes, you probably know about the gigaminx, the megaminx, 
and the 2 by 2 megaminx, but have you ever heard of the Pentamix? This is a 
giant cube, and I’m sure it’s a hard one to solve. 
  

 

Number 9: Blind Cube  
This is not really called a blind cube, though it was created so that blind people can 
solve rubik's cubes. Instead of colors, it has textures.  
 
 
 

Number 10: 3x3x3 (ThunderClap V3)  
The 3x3x3 has over 43 quintillion different possibilities 
(43,252,003,274,489,856,000).   
 
 
 
 
 

It’s the original Rubik’s Cube that started everything. There are specific algorithms 
and steps to solve the different ones. The more your practice and memorize the 
algorithms needed, the faster you will be.  



 
 
 

Orchard Middle School Clubs 

By Vishesh Goyal 

 

Newspaper Club 

Newspaper Club is a club in which you can free-write, explore different styles and genres of 

writing and get your work displayed in the OMS Press publication. This club is run by Mrs. Meyer. 

The members are kids who enjoy writing and displaying their art. This club is really fun because 

you can write whatever you want as long as it is school appropriate.  This club is a great way to 

make friends and to spend your mornings writing, collaborating and working to create something 

wonderful for students and staff of Orchard to enjoy. Newspaper Club meets every Tuesday and 

Thursday before school.  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Yearbook Club 

Yearbook Club is a club led by Mrs. Wilhelm and Mrs. O'loughlin in which 25 kids can 

participate. When the members meet they decide what to take pictures of at Orchard. They organize 

different members to take different pictures. The pictures are then organized and sorted to 

determine which ones will go in the yearbook. The members also help select the backgrounds for the 

yearbook pages. Yearbook Club is fun and there are a lot of pictures that these kids take that go in 

the yearbook. This club is also fun and a great way to make friends. It meets on Tuesdays before 

school for part of the year. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Robotics Club 

The Robotics Club is led by Mrs. Benedict. It is a fun club that you might enjoy if you like 

tinkering with pieces and making robots that can do cool things. Robotics Club only costs $25 to 

participate in. The first 35 kids to pay get a spot in the club. Robotics Club is a great way for 5th 

and 6th graders to interact together. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Science Club 

Science Club is an after school activity instructed by Mrs. Benedict. Science Club is a place 

where people can learn more about science while interacting with science in a hands-on way. It also 

involves working with others, so it is a great club to meet new people who have an interest in 

science. The sixth graders meet on Tuesdays and fifth graders meet on Wednesdays. At the end of 

the Science Club you have to make an egg drop contraption to keep your egg protected when it is 

dropped from a certain height. Being a part of the Science Club is one activity that can help 

individuals be accepted into the Science Olympiad. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Science Olympiad 

Science Olympiad is a competition based club. Mrs. Benedict is the Orchard organizer. There 

are Science Olympiad clubs that compete all over the world. You have to participate in the Science 



 

Club to be considered for a spot in the Science Olympiad. Science Olympiad requires parent help. 

Mrs. Benedict organizes teams and the teams are led by parents, not Mrs. Benedict. She organizes 

the teams based on a survey you fill out. She works to select the activities that were on the top of 

your list and then puts you in a group of four students with an adult that then works on a problem 

related to your interests.  After many weeks of working on the problem, you go to the competition 

and compete with teams all over the area. If your team does well, you continue to compete. Some 

teams make it to international competitions. Orchard teams do very well in the Science Olympiad 

competitions. Science Olympiad is an after school club.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Environmental Club 

In this club, also led by Mrs. Benedict, you have fun taking care of the school environment 

and her many animals (fish, snake, turtles, iguana, and many more). You feed animals and help the 

environment of Orchard by helping to keep the school clean and safe. The kids in this club want to 

encourage other kids to get involved with helping keep the school clean. Environmental Club meets 

on Mondays before school.  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Games Club 

In the games club you play games that Mrs. Harrison provides you. These games are games 

that lots of kids play and like. If you like to play games, this is a great club to make new friends 

doing what you like to do. It’s also a great way to start your day doing something fun. Games Club 

meets on Tuesdays before school.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Chess Club 

Chess Club is a club where kids play chess before school. This club is run by Mr. Lyons and 

Mrs.Perez. This is a club where kids can build their knowledge by playing with their friends that 

know more about chess than them and can get better at chess from playing.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Leadership Club 

The Leadership Club is led by Mrs. Mineard and is for 6th graders only. This club helps to 

make Orchard a kind, caring and service oriented school. This club organizes service projects, 

fundraisers, and spirit activities for the school. To be in this club, you need to fill out an application 

where you explain the leadership qualities you have to share with Orchard. You also need to get a 

signature from a teacher who would recommend you for this club. Mrs. Minead selects 25-30 

students for this club.  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Intramurals 

Intramurals is a way to get physical exercise before school. This is held in the gym by lots of 

teachers. The sports and teachers change throughout the year. Intramurals meet every Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday throughout the year. 

 
 



 

The Life Of A Newborn Kitten 
By Jordan Novak and Kendall Fellows 

 
Imagine a beautiful baby kitten. You open the box on a holiday, you untie the ribbon 

slowly. You take the top off. Two wonderful newborn kittens. But, you don't know 
how to take care of them or what to do.  The information below will help. 

 
Sight, Hearing and Eyes 

According to the site, 8 Surprising Facts About 
Newborn Kittens,  at birth, a kitten is born blind and 
with their eyes shut. When they turn around 2 weeks 
old, their sight starts to form. Even though it’s a little 
blurry, it starts to clear up after another week . They 
stay close to their mother and littermates so they 
don't get lost. When you can start to see a cat's eyes, 
you will find that they will mostly be blue. Along with 
not seeing, kittens cannot hear at birth. They start 
being able to hear around  4 weeks old.  
  
 
Health and Weight 

Kittens are born with a weight of 3 to 4 ounces. As days pass, they 
immediately gain weight, approximately 4 ounces a week. This means 
they could add up to a pound a month. Adult cats are experts at 
regulating their body temperature. Kittens can’t regulate theirs until 
they are around 3 weeks old. Until then, a kitten will depend on its 
mother and littermates to keep warm.  A mama cat passes valuable 
nutrients and antibodies to her kittens while they nurse. The nutrients 
help them grow strong while the antibodies help build their immune 
systems. Every newborn kitten must be fed every 2-3 hours. When 2 
weeks old, they only need to be fed every 4-6 hours. Kittens will be 

able to begin the process of being weaned to kitten-appropriate food at 4 weeks old.  
 
Potty Training  

Young kittens need to be stimulated in order to 
go to the bathroom after meals. When they are around 
3 weeks old, they can start litter training. It is very 
important to introduce the litter box at an appropriate 
time. Kittens explore the litter box with their mouths, 
so it is very important to choose litter that is kitten 



 

safe. Kittens also tend to pee over places. So, it would be smart to have some pee pads on hand. 
The last thing about potty training is: to make sure the litter box is clean! Also, another technique 
could be to place the kitten in the litter box, and close the doors. That way, they are introduced to 
the litter box, but not in a harmful way. This means, the kitten won't get harmed while in the 
process of potty training. 
 
Playing  

At 10 days, they are able to stand up on their own. At 11 days, able to walk. At 4 weeks, they 
start to get playful. According to Catster magazine, it is very important to teach kittens proper 
scratching techniques. If they play with their hands or feet, they are most likely to get into the 
habit of scratching and biting people. So it is important to stop them from doing that.  
 
Vet Care 

If you wait to give cats vet appointments, they could become mothers. Kittens can be 
spayed as early as 8 weeks, and they can go into heat and become pregnant by 5 months. Spaying 
will prevent unpleasant behaviors associated with a heat cycle, like urine marking and howling. 

 
All in all, newborn kittens require a lot of care. It is very important to get items that will not harm 
the kitten. They are extraordinary creatures 
 
SITES USED 
https://www.coopsandcages.  
com.au/blog/10-surprising-facts-newborn-kitties/ 
https://iheartcats.com/8-surprising-facts-about-newborn-kittens/ 
https://www.catster.com/kittens/kitten-facts-things-to-know 
 
 

 

Excel TECC Students At Orchard 
By: Jordan Novak 

 
         We have so many teachers that help us around the building. Why not add to that? 
Last year, there was a student teacher in my second rotation (Mrs.Tomko, 5B). She 
helped a lot with our teacher.  
        This year, I know of two new ones. Ms. Novak (Ashley Novak), who just happens to 
be my older sister, and Ms. Dillow (Evelyn Dillow). Ashley was a student teacher for Miss 
Griffin. Evelyn was a student teacher for Mr. Ames. This semester, they have new 

https://www.coopsandcages.com.au/blog/10-surprising-facts-newborn-kitties/
https://www.coopsandcages.com.au/blog/10-surprising-facts-newborn-kitties/
https://iheartcats.com/8-surprising-facts-about-newborn-kittens/
https://www.catster.com/kittens/kitten-facts-things-to-know


 

assignments. Ms. Novak is working with Mr. Lyons and Ms. Dillow went to another 
Solon school.  
 
        Both of these ladies are a part of a High School program called Excel TECC, 
something that might be of interest to you when you get to the high school. 
 
The Excel TECC Program 

Excel TECC is a High School educational opportunity that allows High School 
students to experience careers they may be interested in.  There are many subjects like 
Digital Arts, Theatre, Environmental Education, Nursing, Cooking, Marketing, Business, 
Construction, Welding, Auto Technology, Computer Design, Exercise Science and 
Rehabilitation, Cosmetology, and Information Technology.  

TEACH is the program that pertains to Miss Novak and Miss Dillow. TEACH (Early 
Childhood Education) is a program for people who want to be a teacher. "The Early 
Childhood Education program prepares students to fill a vital role in the education of 
young children. This program teaches content knowledge and essential teaching skills 
necessary to become a professional ready to work with children of all ages. High school 
students receive the opportunity to teach and care for young children in many different 
child care, preschool and elementary school settings. The first year stresses basic skills 
needed to work with children while the second year, the students expand their 
experiences with opportunities to work with children, birth through school-age, including 
children with special needs. Music, art, storytelling, along with health, safety, classroom 
management and guidance skills are included in the curriculum."  

Students in the TEACH program have classes at Beachwood High School that begin 
at 7:35 on Mondays and Tuesdays. Then after classes are over, students go back to their 
high school and to continue with their regular school day. There are no morning classes 
on Wednesday, Thursdays and Fridays, because the TEACH students do internships with 
teachers of their choice. They spend about 2 ½ hours at their school which amounts to a 
total of 20-27 hours a month. 
 
In the classroom  

I interviewed the student teachers we have at our school to see what they do in the 
classroom with the teachers they help. 
 
Interview with Ashley Novak 
Ashley: I chose Miss Griffin because she was my old sixth grade teacher, and I wanted to 
learn from her. I also had many great memories with Miss Griffin." 
Me: What do you do?  



 

Ashley: I make copies, keep tests and other stuff organized, make seating charts, grade 
tests. 
 
Interview with Evelyn Dillow 
Evelyn: I chose Mr. Ames because he was my sixth grade math teacher, so I wanted to be 
with him. He was my favorite math teacher too.  
Me: What do you do to help out? 
Evelyn: I make copies, and help students who need help.   
 
        Depending upon the subject, these student teachers help in different ways. They will 
switch teachers next semester. It does NOT have to be in the same school. They can go to 
Solon Middle, Parkside, Lewis, or Roxbury. It does not even have to be in Solon. It is their 
choice, so they can get the experience in the subject in which they are interested.  
 
Miss Novak's life outside of Orchard 

Miss Novak is a junior at Solon High School. She goes to Beachwood High School for 
her TEACH program. She works at Imperial Wok on Wednesday and Sunday's. She 
babysits on Saturdays. Her interests' include: Art, working out, spending time with family 
and friends, and cats. She has two brothers.  
 
 
Miss Dillow's life outside of Orchard 

Miss Dillow is a junior at Solon High School. She also goes to Beachwood High 
School for her TEACH program. She currently has no jobs. She also has 2 siblings (one of 
them is in 6B). Her interests include: Riding horses and helping her mom with her work as 
a teacher.  
 

The Excel TECC program is very interesting and beneficial. It allows junior and 
senior high school students to choose a career to pursue and learn about. It gives students 
practice for the career path of interest. Maybe it’s something you’ll want to look into when 
you are in high school.  
 
Source(s) used 
https://www.beachwoodschools.org/ExcelTECC.aspx 
http://www.mayfieldschools.org/ExcelTECCCareerTechnicalPrograms.aspx 

 

https://www.beachwoodschools.org/ExcelTECC.aspx
http://www.mayfieldschools.org/ExcelTECCCareerTechnicalPrograms.aspx


 

 

The debate between console gaming and PC gaming has been going on for 
years. So which is right for you?  
 

By Deniz Aydin Buldum  

Price 

Although many people argue that consoles are really cheaper, there is more to                         
the cost than what it looks to be. You may find a console going for $300 and a PC                                     
going for $1200, but there is a massive difference between the two. If you plan to                               
keep upgrading your PC and using it for several years, it would be cheaper than if                               
you kept using a console. The experience would also be much better with the PC.                             
This is because you can't upgrade a console and because games are usually 2 or 3                               
times cheaper on PC. You also don't have to buy a subscription to game online on                               
PC, making it cheaper in the long run.  



 

Ease of Use 

There is a big reason many people go with consoles: It’s plug and play. The                             
main disadvantage of PCs is that you have to KNOW WHAT YOU’RE DOING. If you go                               
with a PC, you have to build it, install an operating system like Windows, macOS (if                               
for some reason you’re going Hackintosh with your gaming rig) and Linux (my                         
personal favorite). After that, you have to be careful while downloading game                       
launchers and make sure you don’t get any viruses. It isn't complicated with a                           
console. All you have to do is turn it on, connect it to a power source and your screen                                     
of choice, power it on, and then enter your Microsoft/PlayStation accounts. No need                         
for multiple accounts on multiple games with multiple launchers. You get 2 choices                         
for downloading a game on a console: a disk and the native game store. Microsoft or                               
Sony controls the whole market, so there is little choice, but it’s very easy to use.  

Performance 

This is the obvious one: You already know that PCs have better performance                         
and therefore are more smooth and look better. But how much better? It makes a                             
BIG difference, but many people don't care, or want something that can just play                           
games. If you’re one of those people, you won’t need much more than a traditional                             
non-4K console or a $600 PC build, which has an RX 590, a Ryzen 5 2600, and 16                                   
gigabytes of RAM. That will be more than enough to play almost all games on the                               
market (sorry Cyberpunk 2077 fans, you need at least a GeForce GTX 1070) at max                             
settings, way better than a console could ever do.  

Customizability 

This is for many the single biggest reason to build a                     
PC. Mods. Not just to your games, but to literally everything,                     
from the PC itself to fundamental changes to what it runs                     
on: the OS. The PC isn't as speedy as you want? Upgrade                       
the GPU. Want a bit more space? Install a 16 TB hard drive                         
and use it as your home server for the next decade. If you                         
really aren't liking Windows, install another OS like Deepin.                 
Just look at this gaming rig: (the Project Rampage from                   
Overkill PCs) 
 
 



 

You can also mod your games with a PC. You can play Skyrim with an Xbox, but                                   
Skyrim isn't Skyrim without mods. It is extremely hard to play Minecraft without UGC                           
(user-generated content), and a PC is pretty much the only option.  

Now to hardware changes:  
● You can make a crazy water cooling loop for the best thermals ever 
● You can ramp up the fans so much it literally sounds like a jet engine 
● You can attach 4 16 TB hard drives to make it a NAS 
● You can build a PC inside a case 
● You can make a PC that looks like a console but performs about 10 times                             

better 
● You can make a crazy 16 monitor setup 

 
The options are limitless.  
 
Controls 

Controls are probably the most important thing about PCs, and for good                       
reason. It’s how you interact with your whole system. If the peripherals are bad, the                             
entire user experience is bad. Just like mobile gaming. Especially with competitive                       
shooters like Counter-Strike: Global Offensive (commonly referred to as CS:GO), you                     
need to be able to turn around and react in the blink of an eye. With a joystick,                                   
though, not only are you getting a less realistic-feeling control method, but you can                           
actually be put at a disadvantage. Imagine this: someone is shooting at you from                           
behind in Overwatch. In PC, it’s as simple as a flick of the wrist and a click of a                                     
button and you’re all safe. But in a console, in that same situation, you have to move                                 
your joystick and wait an agonizing few seconds while your health bar drains to zero                             
and… Oh look, you just lost. Most console gamers have probably had this happen to                             
them at least once. Also, using a keyboard and mouse over a controller feels more                             
fluid and responsive.  

Conclusion 

There aren’t any clear winners in this argument. Console is good if you just                           
want to play games casually, and PC is good for experienced players. Both platforms                           
have their pros and cons, and both should be respected in the gaming community.  
 
Sources:  
http://bit.ly/insiderpcvsconsole (link shortened by Bit.ly; article from Business Insider).  
https://pcmasterrace.org. reddit.com/r/pcmasterrace. reddit.com/r/xbox.     
reddit.com/r/playstation. The links that don’t work are blocked.  

http://bit.ly/insiderpcvsconsole
https://pcmasterrace.org/


 
 

 
 

The House of Hades by Rick Riordan  
Book Review 

 
 Book review written by Emree O. 

 
Background Information: 

The House of Hades is the 4th book in the series Heroes Of 
Olympus. If you are planning on reading The House of Hades I 
would advise reading the other three books of the series first.  
 
Plot: 

  The seven demigods of the great prophecy and their friends 
are trying to open the doors of death. Two of the great seven have 
gotten into a pickle and have to find a way out. Nico di Angelo gives 
away a big secret to save his friends. After all this, they (A) Fail, 
(B)Succeed and go home to live a peaceful life,  (C)Succeed and 
carry on their quest or (D)They fail and get lost in the cavern of souls. 
 
My Favorite part: 

My favorite part in the House of Hades is when Nico confesses his love for (A) Annabeth 
(B) Hazel  (C)Reyna   (D) Leo, or   (E)Percy 
 
Genre:  
          The genre of this book is mythology, and fantasy. 
 
All in all, The House of Hades is an amazing book that I recommend to all. 

   



 
 

Book Series Suggestions 
By Emree O. 

 
Percy Jackson: By Rick Riordan  
Genre: Mythology,fantasy action 
 
 
Heroes of Olympus: By Rick  
Riordan. 
Genre: Mythology,fantasy 
 action 
 
 
Magnus Chase: By Rick Riordan. 
Genre: Mythology,fantasy,action 
 
The Kane Chronicles: By Rick Riordan 
Genre: Mythology,fantasy 
 action 
 
 
Trials Of Apollo: By Rick Riordan 
 Genre:Mythology,fantasy 
 action 
 
Harry Potter: By J.K Rowling  
Genre: Fantasy, mystical, fiction 
 
The Lunar Chronicles: By Marissa Meyer 
Fantasy,mystical, based on fairy tales 
 
 

 
 



 

 Book review on… 

Extraordinary by Miriam Spitzer Franklin 

By Lily Siemen 

   The book Extraordinary by Miriam 

Spitzer Franklin is an exciting read. 

The main character Pansy has a best 

friend named Anna. They always do 

things together. But Pansy is not 

quite as adventurous as Anna is. They 

both were going to cut their hair for Locks of LOve. 

Only one of them walked out of the hair salon with 

their hair cut. It wasn’t Pansy. The two are very 

different girls. When they get into a fight about 

what they want to do Anna slams the door in Pansy’s 

face. When Anna gets sick Pansy blames it on her. 

Pansy is determined to do everything she can to be an 

extraordinary friend. No matter how many times she 

falls, (which is a lot) Pansy will always get back up. I 

highly recommend this novel.   
 
   



 
 

 

Wicked Character Quiz 
By Daniel Luce 

 

Find out which character from the Broadway Hit Musical ̈Wicked ̈ you 

are most like!  

 

Question #1.  

You come across a lion cub that has been abandoned. You: 

 

A. Pick it up and find a safe place in the woods for it.  

B. Take a selfie with it. After all, it's cute!  

C. Run away, scared.  

D. Go away. After all, it´s just a stupid lion.  

E. Take it to your secret hideout and raise it to do your evil bidding.  

F. Find a box for it and let it go in the nearest cave.  

 

Question #2. 

Your friends all want to go to the newest Winkie Band, but you don't 

want to. You: 

 



 

A. STay at home and watch TV.  

B. Convince them that the band You want to see is a lot better.  

C. Just go with them. It ́s not like you´ll make a difference.  

D. Yell and scream and tell them that you hate them. Serves them 

right.  

E. Send a tornado at them and laugh evilly.  

F. Tell them that you’re in the other band and they should go to see 

you. You’re not lying, after all.  

 

Question #3.  

An average weekend for you is:  

 

A. A protest in Munchkinland for Animal RIghts. 

B. A shopping spree at the mall with your besties. 

C. Studying at home for the big exam.  

D. Staying home and going to another doctor appointment. 

E. Plotting your next evil scheme to take over Oz. 

F. Watching the latest Ozball game with your friends. 

 

Question #4.  

Your BFF invites you to the Emerald City. You: 

 

A. Grab your magic wand and spellbooks. You want to meet the 

wizard, after all. 

B. Stuff a suitcase full of glamorous outfits and accessories. You 

need to dress to impress.  

C. Pinch yourself, trying to wake yourself up from this unreal 

dream.  

D. GRab all your stuff and pack lots of green clothing.  

E. Get your evil spellbook and resumé. Operation: Take over.  

F. Grab all your stuff and move there. You’re close to getting 

kicked out of school  anyway.  

 

Question #5.  

An asteroid falls from the sky and lands on your roommate. You: 



 

 

A. Call 911 immediately.  

B. Text your besties for help. 

C. Run around screaming.  

D. Pray that it wasn ́t your fault.  

E. Cackle evilly.  

F. Call 911 after finishing your ozdust Latte. 

Results:  

 

Mostly A ́s: Elphaba 

You are not afraid to speak your own mind. You love animals and 

get embarrassed when you do something awkward. You are very 

talented at what you do and will eventually get what you want.  

 

Mostly B ́s: Galinda 

You are the queen of everything and everybody loves you. You ́re 

positive and flirty. You are also very stubborn and persistent in 

what you want to do.  

 

Mostly C ́s: Boq 

You are considered the person that nobody notices. You try not to 

make a big deal about things, but you can be really dramatic.  

 

Mostly D ́s: Nessarose 

You can be arrogant and stubborn at times, but you usually try 

to fit in.  

 

Mostly E ́s: Madame Morrible 

Face it, you’re not really a nice person. You are selfish. You want 

to be the ruler of everything and you would do bad stuff just to 

get what you want. 

 

Mostly F ́s: Fiyero 



 

You can be quite shallow and yet quite kind at times. You have a 

soft spot for nature and see people for their outsides, not their 

insides. 

 
 

Riddle Contest 
By August Malemu 

Read these riddles and when you think you have all of the answers, submit them into the google 
form on the bottom of this article. People who get all of the answers right will get their name in the 

next OMS Press release. PLEASE DO NOT LOOK UP ANSWERS. 
 

1. There’s a one-story house in which everything is yellow. Yellow walls, yellow doors, yellow 
furniture. What color are the stairs? 

2. A man who was outside in the rain without an umbrella or hat didn’t get a single hair on his 
head wet. Why? 

3. I shave every day, but my beard stays the same. What am I? 
4. David’s parents have three sons: Snap, Crackle, and what’s the name of the third son? 
5. What has many keys but can’t open a single lock? 
6. What is black when it’s clean and white when it’s dirty? 
7. I’m light as a feather, yet the strongest person can’t hold me for five minutes. What am I? 
8. What invention lets you look right through a wall? 
9. If you’ve got me, you want to share me; if you share me, you haven’t kept me. What am I? 
10. If you’re running in a race and you pass the person in second place, what place are you in? 
11. It belongs to you, but other people use it more than you do. What is it? 
12. What has lots of eyes, but can’t see? 
13. I am an odd number. Take away a letter and I become even. What number am I? 
14. Which is heavier: a ton of bricks or a ton of feathers? 

 
Submit your answers here: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Jrexzm0l2jQLwKOH5pFbspvHW1qIfQtIif160DVxdEg/edit 

 

What Type of VSCO are you? 
By: Sonya Malik 

 
What Hydro Flask would you get? 

A. A 18oz Green,  Teal,  or Jade  colored Hydro Flask 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Jrexzm0l2jQLwKOH5pFbspvHW1qIfQtIif160DVxdEg/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Jrexzm0l2jQLwKOH5pFbspvHW1qIfQtIif160DVxdEg/edit


 

B. A 40oz Neon Pink,  or Watermelon colored Hydro Flask 
C. A 21oz White,  or Black colored Hydro Flask 
D. A 32oz Frost,  Pacific,  or Navy colored Hydro Flask 
E. A 32oz Yellow, or Orange colored Hydro Flask 

 
 
What color Polaroid would you get? 

A. A Green Polaroid 
B. A Pink Polaroid 
C. A White  Polaroid 
D. A Frost  Polaroid 
E. A Yellow Polaroid 

 
What pair of shoes would you wear? 

A. A pair of Birkenstocks 
B. A pair of solid colored, original Crocs 
C. A pair of slip on Vans 
D. A pair of Converse shoes 
E. A pair of White Airforce 1 Nikes 

 
What Pura Vida jewelry would you wear? 

A. The normal bracelets 
B. The bracelets with a charm 
C. The Wave necklaces 
D. The bracelets with beads 
E. The rings 

 
What’s your favorite VSCO “quote”? 

A. “Save the turtles” 
B. “I oop, and I oop, an I sksksk” 
C. “Crocs and Socks” 
D. “Birken & Crocs” 
E. “VSCO is for the girls” 

 
What’s another one of the accessories you would wear? 

A. Fjallraven Kanken Backpack  
B. Scrunchies 
C.  Long Socks 
D. Shell Necklaces 
E. Friendship bracelets 

 
ANSWERS: 



 

Mostly A’s - Nature Friendly VSCO person 
Mostly B’s - Girlie Girl VSCO person 
Mostly C’s - Old Fashion VSCO person 
Mostly D’s - Ocean VSCO person 
Mostly E’s - Bright VSCO person 

 

What's your FAVORITE Shoe Brand? 
By: Sonya Malik 

 
1.What are your favorite colors? 

A. Black, Greys, and Whites 
B. Red, Orange, and Yellow 
C. Blue, Teal, and Green 
D. Aqua, Periwinkle, and White 
E. Purple, Pink, and Magenta 
F. Dark Red, White, and Navy Blue 

 
2.What is your favorite shoe style? 

A. Comfy, slick shoes 
B. Sandal type shoes 
C. Cool, comfy shoes 
D. Old fashion, popular shoes 
E. Sneaker type shoes  
F. Big, make you taller shoes 

 
3.What’s your favorite sport? 

A. Soccer 
B. Swimming 
C. Basketball 
D. Skiing 
E. Softball/Baseball 
F. Dance/Gymnastics 

 
 
 
 
 
4.What’s your favorite Soda? 



 

A. Ginger Ale 
B. Just Water 
C. Sprite 
D. Fanta 
E. Coke 
F. Pepsi 

 
5.What's your favorite accessory? 

A. Different colored laces 
B. Charms 
C. Ankle bracelets  
D. Socks 
E. Bracelets 
F. Nothing 

 
ANSWERS: 
Mostly A’s - NIKE 
Mostly B’s - CROCS 
Mostly C’s - ADIDAS 
Mostly D’s - VANS 
Mostly E’s - CONVERSE 
Mostly F’s - FILA 
  
 

 

 
 

Advanced Math Quiz  
(for 5th Graders) 

By: Robert Ferro 
 

This is an untimed math quiz with 7 questions that will require advanced work (you may use paper if 
needed). Helpful information is provided at the end of the questions, however, you may need to look up 
some information to help you!   Good luck!!! 

 



 

1. A(6[5r]) 5= 90÷   
      If r=3, what does A equal? 

A. A=3 
B. A=5 
C. A=6 
D. A=90 

 
2. Jack bought four subscription boxes that cost $12.90, $18.00, $16.00 and $21.90 per month.  He made one 
initial payment of half of the price of all four of the subscription boxes combined, and paid the rest in 4 equal 
payments over time, how much money is each 0f the 4 payments? 

A. $8.60 
B. $7.10 
C. $12.90 
D. $5.60 

 
3.  3x2 ÷ 3 = r  
       if x equals 3 what does R equal? 

A. r=7 
B. r=9 
C. r=5 
D. r=11 

 
4.  You are locked in a room, and to get out you need to solve a four digit combination lock. There are no 
clues. The possible digits are 0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 and 9 and none of the numbers repeat. What are the total 
number of possible combinations for the lock?  

A. 5040 
B. 5068 
C. 67 
D. 8086 

 
5. Super Hard: 9Z=81, what does Equal?√Z · √3 3Z  

A. 3 
B. 8 
C. 9 
D. 81 

 
  6. What is Sin ( B) 

A. 5/4 
B. 7/8 
C. 4/5 
D. 9/8 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7. What is 12! 

A. 12 
B. 6 
C. 18 
D. 27 
E. 479001600 

 
List of supplied formulas: 

● SIN(opposite over hypotenuse) 
● Cos(adjacent over hypotenuse) 
● TAN(opposite over adjacent) 
● adjacent= side next to 
● Hypotenuse=longest side 
● How to find amount of combination= multiply number of digits down by as many used to 

make a combination(Example= for a 4 digit combination with ten possible digits)01 · 9 · 8 · 7  
● [ ]= parentheses inside parentheses 

 
Answer Key: 

Question 1: A=5 
Question 2: $8.60 
Question 3: R=9 
Question 4: 5040 
Question 5: 9 
Question 6: 4/5  
Question 7: 479001600 

 

5 Interesting Facts About Cuphead  

By:Aaron Jude Goolamier   

 

Cuphead is an Xbox game that can also be played on PC 

and more. The game is about collecting souls, due to a 



 

loss of a bet, with the devil. The animation is a 1930’s theme, so it has a different look 

than games today. I think fewer people will be playing this version, because the new 

Cuphead DLC is coming out in 2020.  

Before the new Cuphead DLC comes out, I thought I’d give 5 interesting facts 

about the original game. 

Number 1 

One of the interesting facts about Cuphead is that in 2020 

there will be a book, all about Cuphead, showing the 

drawings. This will show how Cuphead first came to be. The 

book will cost about $28. The title of this book is“THE ART 

OF CUPHEAD”.  

 

 

Number 2. 

In 2018 there was a new update. There was a lot of changes. 

One of them was that when each time the boss changes, as in 

in levels of boss may change to other bosses for the level. 

They added new boss changes, though not another whole level.   

 

Number 3   

You may be thinking that a game like this probably would not get 

enough attention to work on, since the 1930’s theme. But this 

game was worked on so much and had so many delays, that it 

was supposed to be released in 2014, and wasn’t released until 

2017! 

 

Number 4  

All of Cuphead’s drawings are handmade. They are drawn, and not computer generated. 

This is pretty amazing since most video games are created  on 

computers and use animation.  

 

 Number 5 

Cuphead has had three million copies sold, since 2017. This 

shows  

that this must be a very good 

game. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
            Top 3 Orchard Homemade Halloween Costumes 
 

Brooke Tercek-  
Cookie Monster 

Morgan Hillman- 
Meat-eorologist 

Gabriel Bodak-  
Chomper 

 

The winner is…. 
 

GABRIEL BODAK as CHOMPER! 
 
 



 
 

 
 

We are in need of students willing to present their 
art for our OMS Press! We have so many talented 
artists at Orchard, and this is a fabulous way to 
share your talent with others. If you have art to 
share, please put it in my mailbox or send it to me 
at alysonmeyer@solonboe.org. Make sure your 
name is on your art!  
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By Evelina Glusauskas 

 
 
 

Minecraft Memes!!! 
Selected by Evie Abounader 

 



 

 
 

 
  



 
 

Cat Memes 
Lily Siemen 

 

 

 



 
 


